
Dr. Kelsey Pope is on a life-long journey of learning and teaching. She earned her Bachelors in Elementary Education in 
2004 from the University of Maryland, College Park (UMCP). Her education continued at UMCP, as she earned a Masters 
in Minority and Urban Education in 2006 and a Doctorate in Reading Education in 2016. Over the past 16 years Dr. Pope 
has served as a grade level team leader and school-based leadership team member. Dr. Pope often won special 
programs grants for her school. In her spare time, she is a mentor through Big Brothers Big Sisters.   



Dr. Kelsey Lynne Anderson Pope 

A. EDUCATION
University of Maryland, College Park 
Bachelors of Science, Elementary Education, 2004 
Master of Arts, Minority and Urban Education, 2006 
Doctor of Philosophy, Curriculum and Instruction: Reading Education, 2016 

B. CERTIFICATIONS
Advanced Professional Certificate (Elementary Education 1-6 & Middle School) 

C. EXPERIENCE
Board Member, 2019 
Always Reading, Inc. 

Resource Teacher and Academic Engagement Teacher, Office of Title I, 2017-present 
5th Grade Teacher, 2011-2017 
Baltimore County Public Schools 

4th and 5th Grade Teacher and School Based Management Team, 2004-2007 
8th Grade Science Teacher, 2007-2011 
Prince George’s County Public Schools 

English Language Arts Curriculum Workshop Writer, 2014 
Baltimore County Public Schools 

Adjunct Critical Reading Professor, 2012 
Anne Arundel Community College  

Director of Summer Playground Camp, 2008-2009 
Parks and Recreation, M-NCPPC 

D. LEADERSHIP
Grade Level Team Leader and Leadership Team Member, 2011-2018 
Baltimore County Public Schools 

School Based Management Team 2004-2007 
Prince George’s County Public School 

Mentor Teacher to Student Intern (Goucher College and University of Maryland), 2006-2008, 2016 
Baltimore County Public Schools 
Prince George’s County Public Schools 

E. AWARDS/RECOGNITION
21st Century Instructional Initiative Grant for STEM Projects Recipient, 2015-2016, 2016-2017, 2017-2018 
Baltimore County Public Schools  

DISSERTATION, 2016 
#BlackLiteracyLivesMatter: Revealing African American Adolescents’ Multimodal Literacy Practices in Online Social 
Networks at a Community Center. Chair: Dr. Jennifer Turner 

BOOK CHAPTER CO-AUTHORED, 2012 
Turner, J., & Pope, K. (2012). On lanterns and footwalkers: Jonathan Kozol’s vision for literacy for our times. In R. 

Ognibene (Ed.), A persistent reformer (pp. 98-116). New York, NY: Peter Lang Publishing. 



Part III – Personal Statement 

Personal Statement 
Michelle Obama once said “Empower yourselves with a good education, then get out there and 

use that education, to build a country worthy of your boundless promise”. I am Dr. Kelsey Pope and my 
journey as a life-long learner and educator has empowered me to use my knowledge and talents. I value 
education and seek to ensure that all learners are given the opportunity to succeed. It will be my 
mission that “all” actually means all. It is with pride that I nominate myself to be a Teacher Member of 
the State Board of Education. As a member, I hope to serve as the voice of students and teachers. I am 
determined to support and advocate for equitable and effective education in Maryland.  

I have been a classroom teacher for 16 years, effectively engaging diverse groups of 1st through 
8th grade scholars in various learning environments. My students often met with success due an my 
academically and socially conducive learning environment. As a teaching coach, I developed lessons and 
activities with teams of teachers that boosted foundational skills across contents and began to close 
achievement gaps. I continue to dedicate myself to various aspects of education. 

My doctoral dissertation, titled #BlackLiteracyLivesMatter: Revealing African American 
Adolescents’ Multimodal Literacy Practices in Online Social Networks at a Community Center, revealed 
multimodal practices including communicating, entertaining, gathering information and taking a stance 
as adolescents successfully navigated their favorite online social networks. Through this study, I was able 
to uncover skills and practices that demonstrated a high level of literacy competency, hidden within a 
multimodal rich environment.   

I am an African American woman with a passion for education.  I strive to create and support 
effective and equitable initiatives that will inspire creative thinkers and leaders of the future. I am 
dedicated to the marginalized members of our nation that deserve a globally competitive education. I 
believe that investors of education, such as myself, are responsible for ensuring this feat. I am prepared 
to become a member of the board that will ensure our students are educated and empowered.  








