
Melaney Sanchez, a National Board Certified Teacher, researched minority achievement for her 

Ph.D. from Notre Dame of Maryland University (2012). Her Master's and Bachelor's degrees 

were received from McDaniel College (1999) and the University of Michigan (1992). She 

serves on the Collaborative Leadership Team, sponsors Girls Who Code, and coordinates 

American History Night and Literacy Night. She has participated in Leadership Maryland, and 

institutes hosted by Ford's Theatre, Mt. Vernon, Williamsburg, and the Gilder Lehrman Institute. 

She was a National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Scholar and Teacher of the Year for 

Calvert County, SMECO Math, and the Washington Post. 







Education is the passport to the future and every moment we have to inspire our students 

must count. The school day is not the limit, I believe in sharing responsibility with all 

stakeholders to provide exceptional opportunities for our children. Families, community 

members, and educators share the common goal of embracing MSDE's vision for equitable 

access and educational excellence in a world where scholars must be globally competitive. 

This past year I visited various school districts and worked with educators from each 

Maryland county including Baltimore City. I was in awe of what I learned. Maryland educators 

know that our daily walk has an exponential impact. Therefore, we face each day using our 

courageous voices to be effective, inclusive, innovative, accountable, and to keep our children 

safe. Teaching is not hard work. It is heart work. 

My greatest joy materializes when I serve others. My single mother taught me to see 

obstacles as opportunities. She taught me to persevere when I was told I would never be college 

material. That perseverance resulted in me obtaining my Doctorate. As a teacher and professor I 

do my best to support others by setting high expectations, writing grants, hosting after school 

clubs, volunteering at summer camp, attending teacher institutes, and by offering hope, help, and 

resources. Teaching in public and private schools, and also abroad in Mexico, provided varied 

experience and the opportunity to attain multiple certifications because I know I must go beyond 

the limits of my understanding. I am eager and well prepared to take on challenges for those 

who matter most, our students. I am dedicated to educational initiatives such as the Teacher 

Academy of Maryland, because every school deserves top-notch teachers in a state where we 

need to grow our own. 



Adequacy is not good enough for the children of Maryland. Educators who are 

championing equity for our Maryland districts have an attitude of determination. Baruti Kafele, 

author of Closing the Attitude Gap, challenges educators to change our students' attitudes so that 

they walk into our classrooms fired up. That fire starts with me. No excuses. I know that words 

are powerful and have learned to use them to invite, rather than to bargain. Actions are 

meaningful when a smile sets the tone. Intentions are purposeful. Lessons are instrumentally 

planned to engage students to be evaluators and architects of knowledge. Constant self­

assessment helps me to reflect on my progress as a teacher in my classroom, county, and state. 

Relevant vision, policy, instruction, accountability, and leadership are all a part of the foundation 

stakeholders must prioritize so that educators can continue the "heart work" teaching requires. 

My ability to listen, my strong work ethic, and relentless pursuit of putting students first are 

evidence that I should be elected to the Maryland State Board of Education. I believe that our 

Maryland schools can continue to be the exceptional passport to college and career readiness for 

every student's non-negotiable future success and I am ready to be a part of the solution. 



Mt. Harmony Elementary School -A 2019 National Blue Ribbon School 

"Striving for Excellence!" 

Friday, October 4, 2019 

To Whom It May Concern, 

It is without hesitation that I strongly recommend Dr. Melaney Sanchez to be considered for 
the Teacher Member position on the Maryland State Board of Education. I am currently Dr. 
Sanchez's principal, but we have worked together on and off since 2003. Over the years, I have 
seen Dr. Sanchez's strong work ethic, professionalism, dedication, team building abilities, and 
relentless pursuit of ideas and resources to benefit her students, schools, and the community. She 
is held in the highest esteem by her colleagues and is always the first staff member to offer help or 
support to others. As the school's teacher librarian, her influence is felt throughout the entire 
school and community. She collaborates with other teachers, parents, and community members 
to plan family and student events. Dr. Sanchez demonstrates excellent judgment when making 
decisions and does not hesitate to ask questions, seek others' input, or conduct research when 
needed. She is fluent in Spanish and has been instrumental in building relationships with our non­
English speaking ESOL students. She recently represented Calvert County Public Schools as the 
2018 - 2019 Teacher of the Year (TOY). During her tenure as Calvert County Public School's 
TOY, it was no surprise to hear that Dr. Sanchez had organized and helped to facilitate a Southern 
Maryland TOY tour. She has a strong desire to recruit and train future educators and is currently 
working with the county's Teacher Academy of Maryland committee. She teaches college level 
education classes to many of her colleagues and is always eager to provide input on school and 
county committees. Dr. Sanchez is a true professional who is passionate, encouraging, creative 
and trustworthy. There is no other person I can think of who is more qualified to assist every 
student to reach their potential, develop and support a strong accountability system to increase 
academic success for all students, promote a safe, healthy, and orderly environment for learning 
and teaching, ensure educator and administrator effectiveness, promote students' physical, mental, 
social, and emotional well-being, expand high-quality educational opportunities for student and 
parents, work with districts to strengthen infrastructure, and increase communication and 
partnerships with stakeholders statewide. Dr. Sanchez is more than capable, eager, and willing to 
represent the students, teachers, parents, and the state in its pursuit to ensure all students have an 
opportunity to learn in a school where they can be successful. 

smc[n_A' 

Charles Treft, Principal, Mt. Harmony Elementary School 

Mt. Harmony Elementary School 

900 W. Mt. Harmony Road 

Owings, Maryland 20736 

443-550-9620 FAX 410-286-4017





September 29, 2019 

Meghan Chiu, M.D. 

Dear Members of the Maryland State Board of Education, 

I am writing in support of Dr. Melaney Sanchez for appointment to the Maryland State Board of 

Education as its teacher member. Dr. Sanchez, whom I have known for 6 years, is currently in 

her 4th year as a librarian and media specialist at Mt. Hannony Elementary School and is one of 

the hardest working and most gifted teachers I know. As a pediatrician, I have the opportunity to 

speak candidly with many parents. Prior to my own children's fifth grade experience at 

Sunderland Elementary School, I had already heard from other parents over and again how 

wonderful and inspirational it was Lo have Dr. Sanchez as a teacher. Since assuming her new 

position as the librarian at Mt. Harmony Elementary, my patients now tell me how fun and 

engaging library time is with Dr. Sanchet:. She is not only admired and appreciated by her 

students and their parents, but also has a great rapport with her colleagues who often praise her 

when they bring their children to my office. 

As my children's fifth grade ELA teacher, Dr. Sanchez made reading and writing enjoyable for 

them. My daughter, Sophia, was an avid reader so she looked forward to discussing books that 

she had read with Dr. Sanchez, who would listen intently and encourage her to read more. Dr. 

Sanchez challenged her to read 100 books which she surpassed at 139. That year, Sophia 

blossomed as a writer and now pursues creative writing as a hobby. In contrast, my son, Max, 

did not enjoy reading as much. However, by the end of fifth grade, with Dr. Sanchez's 

encouragement, Max had read 90 books. His writing improved significantly and he learned to 

write with confidence. Dr. Sanchez's students range from those with special needs to the best and 

brightest; She treats them all equally and has a knack for making each and every student feel 

special. Dr. Sanchez's passion for her work is exemplified by her arranging to have Priscilla 

Cummings, author of Red Kayak, visit her class; It was an unforgettable day for my son. She is 

an extraordinary teacher who goes above and beyond for her students. 

During her 26 years of experience as an educator, Dr. Mclaney Sanchez has worked tirelessly to 

improve the quality of education in Calve1t County as is evident by her many accolades. I highly 

recommend, without reservation, that Dr. Sanchez be appointed to the position of teacher 

member on the Maryland State Board of Education. 

Sincerely, 

�C_:_ 
Meghan Chiu, M.D. 


