Section 8: Accommodations Fact
Sheets for English Learners (ELs)

Fact Sheet EL-1

Detailed Documentation for EL Accommodations
Permitted on State Content Assessments

This Fact Sheet should be used by the EL committee when selecting and
documenting accommodations on each English learner's EL Plan. It contains
detailed information on each accommodation allowed for ELs during instruction
and assessment, the ELs for which the accommodation is appropriate, and the
administration directions and/or requirements for testing.

Accommodations Conditions

Notations in the columns on the following pages indicate the conditions under
which each type of accommodation may be provided. These conditions are
defined as:

1. Instruction: Use in Instruction (I) — the accommodation is applicable to
instructional situations;

2. Assessment: Standard Administration (A) — the accommodation described
is permitted for assessment and results in a standard administration of the
assessment; or

3. Not Applicable (N/A) — the accommodation is not applicable to a testing
situation.

Accommodations Code

Each accommodation is assigned a code for use in data capture and analysis.
The code will be listed with a number followed by a letter and then the title of
the accommodation. For example, 1-F: Human Reader or Audio Recording
for Verbatim Reading of Entire Test. The current coding system used for
EL accommodations has been updated; however, to ensure continuity with
data collecting in previous years, the older coding system is used. Thus, the
accommodations codes for ELs in Section 8 are not always sequential and/or
may contain gaps.

Table Key
O Accommodation may be appropriate for use by ELs at this English
language proficiency level.
. Accommodation is recommended for use by ELs at this English
language proficiency level.

_ Not allowed for students at this ELP level.

Refer to Section 7/Step 4: Guidance for Individualizing EL Accommodation
Selection for an in-depth explanation of accommodations appropriate for ELs
based on their English language proficiency.
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Fact Sheet EL-2

Sample Strategies for Differentiated Instruction and Accommodations
Permitted on State Content Assessments

The purpose of this chart is to demonstrate the parallel between differentiated instructional strategies for English
learners and allowable state content assessment accommodations for ELs. The chart includes a sample of
essential strategies recommended for providing differentiated instruction for English learners across all content
areas. This document may be useful in guiding the discussions of the EL committee to determine the instructional
differentiation that relates to the applicable accommodations for school-based and county- and state-mandated

assessments.
Catedqor Strategies for State Testing
gory Differentiated Instruction Permitted Accommodations*
Direct * Provide ample repetition of language and * Human reader or audio recording for
Linguistic tasks: repeat, restate, rephrase, review, and verbatim reading of entire test
Support in reread * Human reader or audio recording for
English: * Keep explanations and directions brief verbatim reading of selected sections of test
Oral/Written and concise—focus on key concepts and

vocabulary

* Highlight and explicitly teach key vocabulary
needed to accomplish the assigned task

* Enhance oral presentations with nonverbal
(e.g., visual) and written support, graphic
organizers, and modeling

* Allow students time to check and discuss
understanding of directions and material with
peers

* Present material through multiple,diverse
modes, using audiovisual and other
technology (e.g., audio-books)

* Introduce and develop new vocabulary by
using visual aids

* Use of electronic devices to present content
to students

* Allow ongoing use of bilingual dictionaries
during reading and writing assignments in
order to clarify meaning when possible

» Use leveled texts or adapt texts by
shortening or simplifying language to make
the content more accessible

* Use technology and multimedia (e.g.,
software such as Inspiration, books on tape,
etc.) and graphic organizers

* Text to speech software for verbatim reading
of entire test

» Scribe

* Published word-to-word bilingual dictionary

*Additional accommodations may be provided for ELs with IEPs or 504 Plans.
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Fact Sheet EL-2 (continued)

Strategies for

State Testing

Categor . . . . .
gory Differentiated Instruction Permitted Accommodations*
Direct * Encourage and allow for nonverbal
Linguistic responses such as pointing, nodding,
Support in pictures, manipulatives, and graphic
English: organizers
Oral/Written « Adjust expectations for language output

(e.g., student speaks in isolated words and

(continued)
phrases, simple present tense statements)

* Allow shortened responses

» Require fewer assignments (focus on the
quality of a reduced number of instructional
objectives)

« Pair ELs with strong speakers and writers
(buddies)

» Encourage “buddies” to take a dictated
response during pair work

* Request oral explanations of concepts that
ELs can better express orally than in writing

* Allow ELs to dictate responses into a
tape player as evidence of completion of
assigned written work

Indirect » Chunk instruction into shorter segments to * Respond on test book
Linguistic allow for monitored breaks « Monitor test response
Asdl:sirr):i)sr:{-:teiitn « Expand as.sgnments overa Ionger period + Graphic organizer
Practices » Extend wait time for oral and written « Multiple or frequent breaks

participation and responses
» Change schedule or order of activities —

extend over multiple days (with LAC and
MSDE approval for the HSA/Mod-HSA
only)

* Plan most challenging tasks and subjects
earlier in the day or period — or other best
time for student

» Seat EL close to speaker, screen, or reader « Extended Time

* Dedicate support staff to work with EL in

I » Change schedule or order of activities —
addition to classroom teacher

within one day

(s o]
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* Provide small-group instruction * Reduce distractions to student

* Pair or group EL with “buddies” who will
assist with modeling and explaining tasks

* Reduce distractions to other students

* Work one-on-one with student

*Additional accommodations may be provided for ELs with IEPs or 504 Plans.
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