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Note to Attendees

This meeting is being recorded and livestreamed via MSDE’s YouTube channel.



MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 3

Presentation Outline

1. Welcome

2. Guiding Question – How can Maryland's accountability system promote transparency and 

improve outcomes for multilingual learners at all stages of language development?

3. Spotlight on National Best Practices and Research

4. Maryland Existing Policy and Practices

5. Data Dive

6. Discussion and Recommendations
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Spotlight on National Best Practices and Research

• Improving Understanding of English Learner Education through an Expanded Analytic Framework

• Dr. Karen D. Thompson, Oregon State University

• Dr. Ilana Umansky, University of Oregon

• Research partnership with Oregon Department of Education



Maryland Existing 
Policy and Practices

Blueprint for Maryland’s Future Workgroup on EL
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Maryland Accountability System:  
ELEMENTARY and MIDDLE SCHOOLS

FRAMEWORK OF INDICATORS 

Academic Achievement

Performance Composite 
for English Language Arts 
and Math

20%

Academic Progress

Growth in English Language  
Arts and 
Math

25%

Credit for Completion 
of a Well-Rounded 
Curriculum

10%

English Language 
Proficiency 

Progress in Achieving 
English Language 
Proficiency

10%

School Quality/ Student 
Success

Chronic Absenteeism15%

Climate Survey10%

Opportunities/Access to a Well-
Rounded Curriculum

10%

65% 35%
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Maryland Accountability System:  
High Schools
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How Are Schools Measured?

STAR RATING: 
Highlights the tally of a school’s total 
earned points percent.

PERCENTILE RANK: 
How a school performed in comparison to 
other schools. 

TOTAL EARNED POINTS PERCENT: 
The total number of points earned by the 
school, divided by the total possible points.

Stars Definition

★★★★★ A school has at least 75% of total earned points

★★★★ A school has at least 60% but less than 75% of total earned 
points

★★★ A school has at least 45% but less than 60% of total earned 
points

★★ When a school has at least 30% but less than 45% of total earned 
points

★ When a school has less than 30% of total earned points
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Maryland Report Card
http://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov
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MarylandReportCard: Overview
 Schools receive a report card
 Schools earn points for different indicators 
 Points add up to a total score
 The total score is used to determine a star rating 
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Maryland Report Card: How did my school do overall?
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Maryland Report Card: How did my school do overall?
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Maryland Report Card: 

Academic Achievement
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All students are assessed annually in grades 3-8 and once in High 
School. The following subject areas are assessed:

English Language Arts,
Mathematics,
Science, and 
Social Studies.

Students who are English learners will be tested annually on an 
English Language Proficiency assessment. English Learners are 
assessed in grades K-12.

 It is expected that all English learners in Maryland exit 
English language development programs within 6 years.  

Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program
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Maryland Report Card: 

Academic Progress
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Maryland Report Card:
Growth Measure

Source: https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Student_Growth_Percentiles_475671_7.pdf

 A growth measure is not about how high or low 
the student’s current score is but rather how 
much learning a student has shown since the prior 
test. 

 Student Growth Percentiles (SGPs) help students, 
parents, and educators determine if a student’s 
learning is above, near, or below the average of 
their comparison group (academic peers). 

 A school’s SGP will be calculated as the median 
SGP of students for whom an SGP can be 
calculated.

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Student_Growth_Percentiles_475671_7.pdf
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Elementary Schools Middle Schools
This measure includes:

 the percent of fifth grade students earning credit 
in social studies, fine arts, physical education, and 
health, and 

 the percent of students scoring proficient or 
higher on state science tests. 

This measure includes:

 the percent of students scoring “proficient” or 
higher on state science tests, and 

 the percent of eight grade students earning 
credit in English language arts, math, social 
studies, and science courses. 

 In upcoming years, it will also include student 
performance on state social studies 

Maryland Report Card:  
Credit for Completion of a Well-Rounded Curriculum 
This measure describes student performance in subjects in addition to 

English Language Arts and math. 
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Maryland Report Card:

Graduation Rate
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Maryland Report Card: 

English Language Proficiency

 English Language Proficiency 
will count as 10% for schools 
meeting minimum N-size for 
grades K-12

 Assessment is the ACCESS 
for ELLs which is 
administered annually to all 
English learners (EL)

 N-size = 10
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Maryland Report Card: 

Readiness for Post-Secondary Success
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Maryland Report Card: 

School Quality or School Success
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School Quality Student Success:  Chronic Absenteeism  

Chronic Absenteeism:  
Students who miss more than 10% of school days are less likely to 
be successful.

 “Absent” means “a student is not physically on school grounds 
and is not participating in instruction or instruction-related 
activities at an approved off-grounds location for the school 
day.

 Chronically absent students include students who are absent 
for any reason (e.g., illness, suspension, the need to care for a 
family member), regardless of whether absences are excused 
or unexcused.”

 The percentage of students not chronically absent is equal to:
• 100% - percent of students chronically absent 
• The percent of students present at least 90 percent of 

school days during the school year, and in membership 
at least ten days.

Number of 
School Days

Chronically 
Absent

180 School Days
(total days in 
school year)

18 or more 
absences 

20 School Days 2 or more 
absences
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School Quality and Student Success:  School Survey

Climate refers to physical, social, and academic factors in the school: safety, comfort, 
equity, and quality instruction are a few examples. 
Students and educators will have the opportunity to take a survey and share their 

thoughts on school climate.  A parent survey is planned for future years. Survey data will 
be used to improve schools. 

Safety

• Physical 
safety

• Emotional 
safety

• Bullying
• Substance 

abuse

Environment

• Instructional 
environment

• Physical 
environment

• Fairness

Engagement

• Cultural and 
linguistic 
diversity

• Participation

Relationships

• Student-
student 
relationships

• Student-staff 
relationships
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Maryland Report Card: 

Academic and Non-Academic Measures

65%

35%
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Maryland Report Card:

Achievement Results by Student Group
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Maryland Report Card:

Graduation Results by Student Group
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Maryland Report Card: Explanations

Translations:  
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Maryland Report Card Resources

https://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/Graphs/#/HelpGuide/HelpGuideLinks/3/17/6/15/0757/2021
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Equity

This Equity Reporting provides 
data on how well each student 
group is performing on every 
component of the accountability 
system, and overall, in comparison 
to all other students. 

o Student groups are shown in 
comparison to students not within 
that specific student groups

o Student groups are also compared to 
the entire school population (All 
Students)



Data Dive

Blueprint for Maryland’s Future Workgroup on EL
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How do English learners score on the Maryland School 
Accountability System relative to their peers?

• Analyzed data from School Year 2018-2019

• Compared the school level average percent of possible points earned by English learners with 

that of non-English learners 

• English learners includes reclassified English learners except for the graduation indicator

• Excludes schools with less than ten English learners (less than 30 for graduation indicator)
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Academic Achievement Indicator

English learners scored lower on the state’s standardized tests

35.6%

24.3% 26.2%

51.7%
47.8%

54.8%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Elementary Middle High

P
er

ce
n

t 
o

f P
o

ss
ib

le
 P

o
in

ts
 E

ar
n

ed

English Learners Non-English Learners



MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 34

Academic Achievement Measures

English learners scored lower on the state’s standardized Math and ELA tests
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Academic Progress Indicator

English learners scored similarly on the Academic Progress indicator
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Academic Progress Measures

English learners had similar levels of growth but were less likely to earn credit in core courses in 
middle school
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School Quality and Student Success Indicator

Scores were similar at the elementary and middle school levels but lower for English learners at the 
high school level
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Chronic Absenteeism Measure

English learners had higher levels of chronic absenteeism at the high school level
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School Survey Measure

English learners had more positive perceptions of their schools

59.7%

49.0% 47.5%

56.1%

35.9% 35.1%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Elementary Middle High

P
er

ce
n

t 
o

f P
o

ss
ib

le
 P

o
in

ts
 E

ar
n

ed

English Learners Non-English Learners



MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 40

Access to a Well-Rounded Curriculum Measure

English learners are less likely to have courses or opportunities beyond core coursework
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Graduation Rates

English learners graduate at lower rates

55.6% 53.3%
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Readiness for Post-Secondary Success

English learners are less likely to be on-track to graduate in grade 9 and less likely to achieve other 
benchmarks in high school
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Summary

Indicator English Learners Score 
Higher than Peers

English Learners Score 
Similarly

English Learners Score 
Lower than Peers

Academic Achievement NO NO 

Academic Progress NO   NO  

School Quality and Student 
Success NO ES, MS HS

Graduation NO  NO  

Readiness for Post-
secondary Success NO NO 

How do English learners score on the Maryland Accountability System relative to their peers?



Discussion and 
Recommendations

Blueprint for Maryland’s Future Workgroup on EL
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Panel Discussion

• How do you use the current accountability system or other assessments to support the teaching and 

learning of ELs?

• If we could revise MD's accountability system as it relates to ELs, what suggestions do you have?

LEA/School Panel Member
Anne Arundel County/Annapolis Elementary School Shelley Hartford, Principal

Anne Arundel County/Annapolis High School Tema Encarnacion, English Language Development Chair

Baltimore City/Maree G. Farring Elementary/Middle School Benjamin Crandall, Principal

Howard County/Wilde Lake High School Marcy Leonard, Principal
Laura Cometa, ESOL teacher

Washington County/Easton Elementary School Dan Fowler, Principal
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Discussion and Recommendations

Accountability Suggestions
A.

High Desirability
High Feasibility

B.
Mixed

High D/Low F
High F/Low D

C.
Low Desirability
Low Feasibility

1. Include WIDA ACESS as an assessment to earn the seal of biliteracy Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote

2. Disaggregate (and report) data by length of time as an EL (track LTELs) Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote

3. Track data about access to GATE/AP classes Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote

4. Report out on longitudinal data on ELs at student and cohort levels (tools 
to monitor language growth that is similar to reading & math growth) Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote

5. How to measure the accomplishments of newly arrived ELs in a system that 
awards points for/toward graduation Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote

6. Expand beyond a single exit criteria for reclassification (GPA, Proficiency 
on MCAP, consistent performance on ACCESS for 3 or more years in the 4.0 
+ range)

Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote

7. Tie longitudinal EL data to accountability system (star rating) Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote

8. How to measure growth in multilingual learners (bilingualism) and connect it 
to the accountability system (asset mindset!!!) Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote Please indicate your vote
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EL Blueprint Workgroup Website

https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/Blueprint/Pages/ELBlueprintWorkgroup/index.aspx

Next Meeting
July 27, 2022
3:00 – 5:00 p.m.

https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/Blueprint/Pages/ELBlueprintWorkgroup/index.aspx
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Maryland Public School Survey

This survey is intended to allow everyone in the state to provide information that will be the basis for 
transformative change. Please use this survey as an opportunity to share your thoughts.

MarylandPublicSchools.org/Survey

Connect with the MSDE Blueprint implementation team: Blueprint.MSDE@Maryland.gov

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/SURVEY
mailto:Blueprint.MSDE@Maryland.gov
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More information can be found on MSDE’s Blueprint webpage:
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/Blueprint/Pages/Overview.aspx

To provide feedback on the EL Workgroup or Interim Report:
https://news.maryland.gov/msde/contactmsde/

https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/Blueprint/Pages/Overview.aspx
https://news.maryland.gov/msde/contactmsde/
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