
Title:

Alexander Graham Bell: The Villain

The suppression of American Sign Language

Ellis Merrill

Lillian Merrill

Junior Division

Group Documentary

Process Paper Word Count: 497

Documentary Time Length: 9:59



Process Paper:

Our topic is Alexander Graham Bell - The villain; The suppression of American

Sign Language. We chose our topic because we know American Sign Language (ASL),

and the topic sounded interesting. While we are not deaf, we know many deaf people and

are involved in the deaf community in Washington D.C. and the surrounding area. We

started learning ASL when we were young, ages 2 and 4, and we are now at a

conversational level. In addition, we know that Bell invented the telephone. This made

him a hero of communication. We wanted to show the other side of the story, and also

better demonstrate the irony of his heroism and his villainy. Our topic relates to the theme

because the theme is about communication, and how it helps people understand each

other. Alexander Graham Bell caused changes that, to an extent, interrupted

communication and made it harder for deaf people to communicate and understand each

other. He believed that oralism was superior to ASL and that children should not be

taught ASL. Instead, he thought that they should learn to speak and see what other people

are saying.

The research was conducted using credible sources and papers from multiple

doctors. There was also a paper that Bell published with his views. Called “Upon the

Formation of  A Deaf Variety of the Human Race”, Bell used it to encourage the

government and schools for the deaf to isolate the deaf. The rationale was to breed out

the deafness gene, and have a deaf-free society, where everyone is more equal. We also

included quotes from scientific studies proving that the oral method harmed children’s

brains.

Our historical argument is that Alexander Graham Bell, despite all his legendary

accomplishments furthering oral communication also caused changes that stalled

communication, making it harder for deaf people to communicate. His beliefs, that

oralism was superior to ASL, and that children should not be taught ASL negatively

impacted intercommunication among the deaf, but impacted the language itself, which is

part of why ASL is not as developed as other languages and has a more limited

vocabulary.



The topic is significant because it changed the course of many lives, making it

much harder to communicate and grow. Bell suppressed many people just because they

could not hear, and despite his noble intentions, that left many people without the choice

of how to communicate and led to many people having language taken from them. We

created the documentary using the Shotcut video editor. We found a place in our house to

record, got a camera set up, printed out the script, and then recorded ourselves signing.

Afterward, we added it together with images and used a captioning app to add open

captions. We interviewed some people who were deaf as well and asked them about their

experiences with oralism and ASL through Zoom. Finally, we overlaid recorded audio for

some parts and added some quotes from credible sources that gave further proof to our

thesis.
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