Wt Maryland

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

School Transportation Related Laws

Office of Pupil Transportation/Emergency Management

The below list of Maryland Education, Transportation, and Public Safety Laws are a compilation
of statues that directly or indirectly relate to the transportation of students. This list is intended
to educate and inform pupil transpiration offices of the wide range of legal areas related to

students and transportation. If you have any questions, please contact your local education
agency for legal counsel and guidance.

(Click the highlighted code to take you directly to the law)

ARTICLE DIVISION SUBTITLE CATEGORY CODE CODE NAME
Grants to provide

Elem. & Secon. . . transportation services; rules

Ed Ed. Financing 5-218 & regulations for safe
operation

Elem. & Secon. . Transportation of students by
Ed Ed. Transportation §7-801 county

Elem. & Secon. . Driver's age may not prevent
Ed Ed. Transportation §7-802 operations

Elem. & Secon. . Use of buses to transport the
Ed Ed. Transportation §7-803 elderly

Elem. & Secon. .

Ed Ed Transportation §7-804 Length of use of school buses
Ed Elem. & Secon. Transportation §7-805 Transportatlop vylthln mileage
Ed. limit

Elem. & Secon. . Pupil Transportation Safety
Ed Ed. Transportation §7-806 Advisory Committee
Elem. & Secon. . Balt. Co. pick up and
Ed Ed. Transportation 7-807 discharge safety procedures
Elem. & Secon. . .
Ed Ed Transportation §7-808 Fire safety of school buses
Elem. & Secon. Attendance & Positive Behavioral
Ed Ed. Discipline 7-304.1 Interventions & Support
Elem. & Secon. Attendance & Corporal Punishment; State
Ed o 7-306 .
Ed. Discipline code of discipline
Elem. & Secon. Attendance & Principals, teachers, security
Ed o §7-307 .
Ed. Discipline guards & fights
Elem. & Secon. Attendance & Searches of students and
Ed §7-308

Ed.

Discipline

schools
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Elem. & Secon.

Health & Safety of

2024

Reporting

Ed §7-424 harassment/intimidation of
Ed. Students
students
Elem. & Secon. Health & Safety of Model Policy - Bullying,
Ed 8§7-424.1 .. .
Ed. Students Harassment, Intimidation
Elem. & Secon. Health & Safety of Guidelines for student
Ed §7-426 )
Ed. Students emergency medical care
Elem. & Secon. Health & Safety of Children with anaphylactic
Ed §7-426.1 .
Ed. Students allergies
Elem. & Secon. Health & Safety of Children with anaphylaxis
Ed 7-426.2
Ed. Students response from staff
Ed Elem. & Secon. Chll|d reln. thh 8-410 Transp?rtatlo'n offhlldren
Ed. Disabilities with a disability
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions 11-105 "Bus"
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions 11-113 "Divided Highway"
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions 11-113.1 "Domicile"
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions 11-117 "Educational Purposes
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions 11-126 "Gross Weight"
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions §11-127 "Highway"
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions 11-151 "Roadway"
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions 11-153 "School Bus"
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions 11-154 "School Vehicle"
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions 11-173 "Type | School Vehicle"
Tr Vehicle Law Definitions §11-174 "Type Il School Vehicle"
PS Emergency Gov.'s Emergency 14-308 Duty of State to repair
Manage. Powers damaged property
Persons exempt from
Tr Vehicle Law Drivers' Licenses 16-102.a.9 ) P .
requirements; nonresident
Tr Vehicle Law Drivers' Licenses 16-118 Medical Advisory Board
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2024

Person’s ineligible to drive

Tr Vehicle Law Drivers' Licenses 16-808
CMV
Additional endorsements;
Tr Vehicle Law Drivers' Licenses 16-815 o
school bus mechanics
Tr Vehicle Law Drivers' Licenses §16-816 School vehicles
Accidents and
Tr Duty of Driver 20-103 Driver to remain at scene
Reports
Accidents and Duty to give info and render
Tr Duty of Driver 20-104 ytog .
Reports assistance
Accidents and Duty on striking unattended
Tr Duty of Driver §20-105 Y . 9
Reports vehicle or property
Accidents and
Tr Duty of Driver 20-106 Duty on striking an animal
Reports
- Rules of the Deflmtlor‘ms.; General 51107 Authority of school crossing
Road Provisions guards
Rules of the When driving on the right is
Tr Use of Roadway 21-304 9 . 9
Road permitted
- Rules of the Special _Stops 21-701 Obedience to signal on .
Road Required approach or passage of train
- Rules of the Special .Stops 51-702 All vehlc.:les to stop .at certain
Road Required railroad crossings
T Rules of the Special .Stops 21-703 Certain .vehicles to .stop at all
Road Required railroad crossings
- Rules of the Special _Stops 51-7031 Procedurfa upon appl:oachlng
Road Required a railroad crossing
- Rules of the Special .Stops 21-706 Overtaking and [.)assmg a
Road Required school vehicle
Rules of the Special Stops
Tr P >op 21-706.1 Violation of §21-706
Road Required
Rules of the Alteration of speed limit in
Tr Speed Restrictions 21-803 P
Road school zone
Tr Speed Restrictions 21-803.1 School Zones

Rules of the
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Road
Rules of the Establishment of speed limits
Tr Speed Restrictions 21-803.2 p
Road on school property
Rules of the Speed restrictions on elevated
Tr Speed Restrictions §21-806 P L.
Road structures (speed limit)
- Rules of the Stopping, S.tandmg, 51-1003 Stopping, stafndlng, and
Road & Parking parking
Rules of the
Tr noad Miscellaneous Rules 21-1118 School bus regulations
oa
Rules of the
Tr Road Miscellaneous Rules §21-1124.1 Text messaging prohibited
oa
Rules of the Communications Traffic
Tr Miscellaneous Rules 21-1124.2
Road Safety act
- Equrpent of Scope & Effect of 22104 Unlawful to.remove safety
Vehicles Equipment equipment
- Equrpent of Lémps & Othgr 52.228 Special equipment on school
Vehicles Lighting Equip. buses/types of stops
Equipment of . N . A
Tr . Other Equipment 22-402 Maximum Period of Idling
Vehicles
Equipment of . .
Tr . Other Equipment 22-412 Seat belts required
Vehicles
Equipment of Seat belts for nursery schools -
Tr aHen Other Equipment 22-412.1 y
Vehicles Type | Bus exempted
Equipment of Seat back crash pads in school
Tr aHe ) Other Equipment 22-417 P
Vehicles buses
Equipment of . .
Tr . Other Equipment 22-418 Color of school vehicles
Vehicles
- Respective Powers of Local & 55110 Regulations re.latlve to school
Powers State vehicles
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§5-218. Grants to provide transportation services; rules &
regulations for safe operation

(@) The State shall distribute grants as provided under this section to the county boards to provide
transportation services for public school students and disabled children for whom transportation is to
be provided under § 8-410 of this article. Appropriations for student transportation shall be budgeted in
a separate budget category as provided in § 5-101 of this title. If the amount that is appropriated to a
county under this section in a fiscal year is more than the actual cost of providing student
transportation services in that county, a county board may apply any excess funds to costs of pupil
transportation in subsequent years. None of these funds may be paid to or claimed by any subdivision,
nor may any of these funds be reverted to any subdivision. A county board may not transfer State
revenues from the student transportation category to any other category as a result of this section.

(b) For the purpose of calculating the 2004 base grants for student transportation to county boards,
the following amounts shall be used as the fiscal year 2003 base grant amounts:

(M) Allegany $2,838,327

(2) Anne Arundel $12,716,216
(3) Baltimore City $10,303,967
(4) Baltimore $15,715,504

(5) Calvert $3,294,141

(6) Caroline $1,580,176

(7) Carroll  $5,738,454

(8) Cecil $2997,774

(9) Charles $5,813,595

(10) Dorchester $1,465,299
(M) Frederick $6,620,447

(12) Garrett  $1,886,605

(13) Harford $7,277,627

(14) Howard $8,460,292

(15) Kent $985359
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(16) Montgomery $18,663,456
(17) Prince George's  $21,018,217
(18) Queen Anne's  $1,952,856
(19) St.Mary's $3,673,545

(20) Somerset  $1,143,107

(21) Talbot $981,334

(22) Washington $3,784,100
(23) Wicomico $3,001,531
(24) Worcester $1,856,978

(c) (1) Inthissubsection, “full-time equivalent enrollment” has the meaning stated in § 5-202 of this
subtitle.

(2) Subject to the limitations under paragraph (3) of this subsection, for fiscal year 2004 and every
year thereafter the amount of a county’s base grant for student transportation shall be equal to the
amount of the county's base grant for student transportation for the previous year increased by the
same percentage as the increase in the private transportation category of the Consumer Price Index for
All Urban Consumers, for the Washington Metropolitan Area, as of July of the fiscal year preceding the
year for which the amount is being calculated, plus an additional amount equal to the product of:

(i) The total amount of funds distributed by the State as base grants for student transportation
for the previous fiscal year divided by the statewide full-time equivalent enrollment for the previous
fiscal year; and

(i) The difference between the full-time equivalent enrollment in a county for the current fiscal
year and the full-time equivalent enrollment in the county for the previous fiscal year, or, if the full-time
equivalent enrollment in a county for the current fiscal year is less than the full-time equivalent
enrollment in the county for the previous fiscal year, zero.

(3) (i) Except as provided in subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) of this paragraph, the increase in the
amount of a base grant for student transportation that is based on the increase in the private
transportation category of the Consumer Price Index may not be less than 1 percent nor more than 8
percent of the amount of the grant for the previous year.

(ii) For fiscal year 2011, the increase in the amount of a base grant for student transportation that
is based on the increase in the private transportation category of the Consumer Price Index shall be 1

percent of the amount of the grant for the previous year.

(iii) For each of fiscal years 2012 through 2015, the increase in the amount of a base grant for
student transportation that is based on the increase in the private transportation category of the
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Consumer Price Index may not be more than 1 percent of the amount of the grant for the previous year.

(d) For each fiscal year, in addition to the base grant for student transportation provided under
subsection (c) of this section, a disabled student transportation grant shall be distributed to each
county board. The amount of the grant to each board shall be equal to the product of the number of

disabled students requiring special transportation services who are transported by the county board in
the previous fiscal year and:

(M $600 in fiscal year 2004;

(2) $700 in fiscal year 2005;

(3) $800 in fiscal year 2006;

(4) $900 in fiscal year 2007; and

(5) $1,000 in fiscal year 2008 and each fiscal year thereafter.

(e) Forthe purposes of determining the amount of the grant provided under subsection (d) of this
section, the State Board shall develop a procedure and adopt regulations for determining the number
of disabled students transported in each jurisdiction in the previous fiscal year.

(f) The State Board shall adopt rules and regulations that provide for the safe operation of the
student transportation system of each county board of education.

§7-801. IN EFFECT-Transportation of students by
county

(@) (1) Inthissection the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) (i) “Nonpublic school” means an elementary or secondary school in the State that is not part

of the public elementary and secondary education system of this State.
(i)  “Nonpublic school”
not receive State aid.

includes an elementary or secondary school in Calvert County that does

(3) “Public school bus” includes any other conveyance used to transport students to a public
school.

(b) (1) Atits own expense, a county governing body may provide transportation for public school
students in addition to the transportation provided by the State.

(2) In Montgomery County, a fee may not be charged for transporting public school students to
school from their designated bus stop locations or from school to their designated bus stop locations.
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(c) (1) A county board may provide transportation to and from school using a vehicle other than a
Type | or Type Il school vehicle, as defined in § 11-154 of the Transportation Article, when a school vehicle
cannot reasonably be provided for the following public school students:

(i) Preschool-age students;

(i) Students with disabilities;

(iii)  Homeless youth;

(iv) Children in foster care;

(v) Students without access to school buses;

(vi) Studentsin a nonpublic school placement; or

(vii) Students in dual enrollment programs, work programs, or other educational programs
based off the school campus.

(2) A county board may provide transportation in accordance with this subsection to a particular
student group that is not listed under paragraph (1) of this subsection through a written determination
by the county board.

(3) The Department, in consultation with county boards and the Motor Vehicle Administration,
shall adopt regulations establishing minimum vehicle and driver safety standards for transportation
provided in accordance with this subsection.

(d) (1) Subjectto the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subsection, in Calvert County the county
board may provide transportation to and from school on a public school bus for a student who attends

a nonpublic school.

(2) Transportation offered by the Calvert County Board under this section shall be offered to a
student attending a nonpublic school:

(i) Ifthere is sufficient capacity on the school bus;

(i) If the student resides on, along, or near a public highway in the county on which a public
school bus or conveyance operates;

(iii) If the student resides in the public school transportation district served by the public school
bus;

(iv) Only on the routes, school days, and hours of transportation that coincide with the routes,
school days, and hours of transportation for students attending public schools in the county; and

(v) Inthe case of a student who attends a nonpublic school that is not on the public school bus
route, only to the public school on the route which is nearest to the nonpublic school.
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(3) The Calvert County Board is not responsible for the safety of any nonpublic school student who
is transported on a public school bus under this subsection after the student is discharged from the
public school bus, and the board may not be held liable in any civil action arising from an act or
omission that occurs after the student is discharged from the public school bus.

§7-801. // EFFECTIVE JUNE 30, 2026 PER CHAPTERS 197
AND 198 OF 2021 //

(@) (1) Inthissection the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) “Nonpublic school” means an elementary or secondary school in Calvert County that does not
receive State aid.

(3) “Public school bus” includes any other conveyance used to transport students to a public
school.

(b) (1) Atits own expense, a county governing body may provide transportation for public school
students in addition to the transportation provided by the State.

(2) In Montgomery County, a fee may not be charged for transporting public school students to
school from their designated bus stop locations or from school to their designated bus stop locations.

(c) (1) Subjectto the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subsection, in Calvert County the county
board may provide transportation to and from school on a public school bus for a student who attends

a nonpublic school.

(2) Transportation offered by the Calvert County Board under this section shall be offered to a
student attending a nonpublic school:

(i) Ifthere is sufficient capacity on the school bus;

(i) If the student resides on, along, or near a public highway in the county on which a public
school bus or conveyance operates;

(iii) If the student resides in the public school transportation district served by the public school
bus;

(iv) Only on the routes, school days, and hours of transportation that coincide with the routes,
school days, and hours of transportation for students attending public schools in the county; and

(v) Inthe case of a student who attends a nonpublic school that is not on the public school bus
route, only to the public school on the route which is nearest to the nonpublic school.

(3) The Calvert County Board is not responsible for the safety of any nonpublic school student who
is transported on a public school bus under this subsection after the student is discharged from the
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public school bus, and the board may not be held liable in any civil action arising from an act or
omission that occurs after the student is discharged from the public school bus.

§7-802. Driver's age may not prevent operations

If an individual meets all other requirements established by the State Board, he may not be
prohibited from operating a school bus solely because of his age.

§7-803. Use of buses to transport the elderly

(@) Each county board may establish a procedure to provide for the use of its school buses, on
application, for the transportation of individuals 60 years old or older to civic, educational, social, or
recreational activities if this use:

(1) Does not interfere with the transportation of school children; and
(2) Isavailable to all individuals 60 years old or older.
(b) Each county may:
(1) Contract with its county board for the use of school buses; and
(2) Include funds in the county budget to pay the expenses, including payment of school bus

drivers and insurance, incurred by the county board in the use of school buses as provided in this
section.

§7-804. Length of use of school buses

(@) Inthis section, “school vehicle” has the meaning stated in § 11-154 of the Transportation Article.

(b) (1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this subsection, unless it fails to meet the
applicable school bus and motor vehicle safety standards, a school vehicle may be operated for 12 years.

(2) (i) In Allegany, Anne Arundel, Calvert, Caroline, Cecil, Charles, Dorchester, Garrett, Kent, Queen
Anne's, St. Mary's, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico, and Worcester counties, unless it fails to meet the

applicable school bus and motor vehicle safety standards, a school vehicle may be operated for 15 years.

(i) A school vehicle operating under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph shall be maintained as
provided in subsection (c) of this section.

(3) Any school vehicle in operation or accepted before July 1, 2004, or under contract to be
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purchased before July 1, 2004, that meets the specifications of the Department and of the Motor
Vehicle Administration for transit style school vehicles may be operated for 15 years.

(c) Notwithstanding the 12—-year limitation in subsection (b)(1) of this section, a school vehicle may be
operated for additional years if:

(1) The school vehicle is maintained under a preventive maintenance plan approved by the Motor
Vehicle Administration and the Automotive Safety Enforcement Division of the Department of State
Police that includes an inspection at the end of the 12th year and a minimum of 2 inspections by the
Motor Vehicle Administration each year thereafter;

(2) Any structural repairs to the school vehicle necessitated by accident, metal fatigue, or any
other cause are certified by an independent expert approved by the Motor Vehicle Administration to
meet or exceed the manufacturer’s original manufacturing standards;

(3) The school vehicle is equipped with:

(i) The body originally placed on the chassis by the manufacturer;

(i)  An 8 light warning system;

(iii) A left side stop arm;

(iv) Afire-retardant driver's seat;

(v) Fire-retardant barriers in the case of a school vehicle with a front engine; and

(vi) A fire-retardant rear seating area in the case of a school vehicle with a rear engine; and

(4) The State Superintendent grants approval.

(d) If aschool vehicle passes an inspection that is required under subsection (c)(1) of this section:

(1) The inspection shall be valid in the county in which the inspection was completed; and

(2) If ownership of the school vehicle is transferred to a person who operates the school vehicle in
a county in which school vehicles are authorized under subsection (b)(2) of this section to be operated

for 15 years, the inspection shall be valid in that county for the length of time that the inspection would
have been valid in the county where the inspection was completed.

§7-805. Transportation within mileage limit

(@) Aschool bus may be used to transport any student who lives within the mileage limit, if a
mileage limit has been established by a local board of education, and if:

(1) The school bus is not filled to capacity;
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(2) No additional bus stop is added to the route to transport the student; and

(3) The transportation officer or his designee has identified a specific existing hardship that would
justify allowing the student to be transported.

(b) The transportation allocation of a county may not be reduced because of compliance with this
section.

§7-806. Pupil Transportation Safety Advisory Committee

(@) In Baltimore County, the Superintendent of Schools shall establish a Pupil Transportation Safety
Advisory Committee.

(b) The Pupil Transportation Safety Advisory Committee shall be composed of at least the following:
(1) Two parent members, appointed by the Superintendent;
(2) Arepresentative of the Baltimore County Police Department;
(3) Arepresentative of the Baltimore County Highway Department;
(4) A representative of the Baltimore County traffic engineering office; and
(5) A representative of the State Highway Administration.
(c) The committee shall be available to advise the pupil transportation staff of the Baltimore County

Board of Education with regard to matters of safety of school bus stops and the safety of student
walking conditions.

§7-807. Balt. Co. pick up and discharge safety
procedures

(@) This section applies only to Baltimore County.

(b) A school bus driver shall pick up or discharge a student at a designated bus stop that is located
along a public road or highway in a manner that does not require the student to walk across the public
road or highway:

(1) If the student is an elementary school student and the public road or highway has a posted
speed limit of 35 miles per hour or greater; and

(2) Ifthe student is a secondary school student and the public road or highway has a posted
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speed limit of 40 miles per hour or greater.
(c) A public awareness campaign concerning school bus pick up and discharge shall be conducted
by the Baltimore County Board of Education and the Transportation Department of the Baltimore

County Public Schools, in conjunction with the Baltimore County Police Department, 1 month prior to
the opening of school and during the first month of each school year.

§7-808. Fire safety of school buses

(@) Inthis section, “school bus” has the meaning stated in § 11-153 of the Transportation Article.
(b) A school bus shall be constructed with materials that enable it to meet all the criteria of the
school bus seat upholstery fire block test established by the National School Transportation

specifications and procedures adopted at the most recent National Congress on School Transportation.

(c) The Motor Vehicle Administration, with the advice of the Department, shall adopt regulations to
promote fire safety standards of school buses.

§7-304.1. Positive Behavioral Interventions & Support

(@) In this section, “positive behavioral interventions and support program” means the research-
based, systems approach method adopted by the State Board to build capacity among school staff to
adopt and sustain the use of positive, effective practices to create learning environments where
teachers can teach and students can learn.

(b) (1) Subject to paragraph (3) of this subsection, each county board shall require an elementary
school that has a suspension rate that exceeds the standard specified in paragraph (2) of this
subsection to implement:

(i) A positive behavioral interventions and support program,; or
(i)  An alternative behavior modification program in collaboration with the Department.
(2) An elementary school is subject to this subsection if it has a suspension rate that exceeds:
(i) 18 percent of its enrollment for the 2005-2006 school year;
(i) 16 percent of its enrollment for the 2006-2007 school year;

(iii) 14 percent of its enroliment for the 2007-2008 school year;

(iv) 12 percent of its enrollment for the 2008-2009 school year; and

Maryland State Department of Education | 13



Maryland School Transportation Related Laws 2024

(v) 10 percent of its enrollment for the 2009-2010 school year and each school year thereafter.
(3) Anelementary school that has already implemented a positive behavioral interventions and
support program or a behavior modification program shall expand its existing program if it has a

suspension rate that exceeds the standard specified in paragraph (2) of this subsection.

(c) (1) Subjectto paragraph (3) of this subsection, each county board shall require a school that has
a truancy rate that exceeds the standard specified in paragraph (2) of this subsection to implement:

(i) A positive behavioral interventions and support program,; or

(i)  An alternative, research-based, positive, and effective behavior modification program in
collaboration with the Department.

(2) Aschool is subject to this subsection if it has a truancy rate that exceeds:

(i) 8 percent of its enrollment for the 2008-2009 school year;

(i) 6 percent of its enroliment for the 2009-2010 school year;

(iii) 4 percent of its enrollment for the 2010-2011 school year;

(iv) 2 percent of its enrollment for the 2011-2012 school year; and

(V) 1percent of its enrollment for the 2012-2013 school year and each school year thereafter.
(3) Aschool that has already implemented a positive behavioral interventions and support

program or a behavior modification program shall expand its program if it has a truancy rate that

exceeds the standard specified in paragraph (2) of this subsection.

(d) The State Board shall adopt regulations to implement the provisions of this section.

§7-306. Corporal Punishment; State code of discipline

(@) (1) Inthissection, “restorative approaches” means a relationship-focused student discipline
model that:

(i) Is preventive and proactive;

(i) Emphasizes building strong relationships and setting clear behavioral expectations that
contribute to the well-being of the school community;

(iii) In response to behavior that violates the clear behavioral expectations that contribute to the

well-being of the school community, focuses on accountability for any harm done by the problem
behavior; and
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(iv) Addresses ways to repair the relationships affected by the problem behavior with the
voluntary participation of an individual who was harmed.

(2) “Restorative approaches” may include:
(i) Conflict resolution;
(i)  Mediation;
(iii)  Peer mediation;
(iv) Circle processes;
(v) Restorative conferences;
(vi) Social emotional learning;
(vii)  Trauma-informed care;
(viii) Positive behavioral intervention supports; and

(ix) Rehabilitation.

(b) Notwithstanding any bylaw, rule, or regulation made or approved by the State Board, a principal,

vice principal, or other employee may not administer corporal punishment to discipline a student in a
public school in the State.

(c) The State Board shall:

(1) Establish guidelines that define a State code of discipline for all public schools with standards
of conduct and consequences for violations of the standards;

(2) Onrequest, provide technical assistance and training to county boards regarding the use of
restorative approaches; and

(3) Assist each county board with the implementation of the guidelines.
(d) (1) Subject to the provisions of subsections (b) and (c) of this section, each county board shall
adopt regulations designed to create and maintain within the schools under its jurisdiction the
atmosphere of order and discipline necessary for effective learning.

(2) The regulations adopted by a county board under this subsection:

(i) Shall provide for educational and behavioral interventions, restorative approaches,
counseling, and student and parent conferencing;

(i) Shall provide alternative programs, which may include in—-school suspension, suspension,
expulsion, or other disciplinary measures that are deemed appropriate; and

Maryland State Department of Education |

15



Maryland School Transportation Related Laws 2024

(iii) Shall state that the primary purpose of any disciplinary measure is rehabilitative, restorative,
and educational.

() (1) On or before October 1each year, the Department shall submit to the Governor and, in
accordance with § 2-1257 of the State Government Article, the General Assembly, a student discipline
data report that includes a description of the uses of restorative approaches in the State and a review of
disciplinary practices and policies in the State.

(2) The Department shall disaggregate the information in any student discipline data report
prepared by the Department by race, ethnicity, gender, disability status, eligibility for free or reduced
price meals or an equivalent measure of socioeconomic status, English language proficiency, and type
of discipline for:

(i) The State;
(i) Each local school system; and

(iii) Each public school.

(3) Special education-related data in any report prepared under this subsection shall be
disaggregated by race, ethnicity, and gender.

(f) (M Inthissubsection, “alternative school discipline practice” means a discipline practice used in
a public school that is not an in-school suspension or an out—-of-school suspension.

(2) The Department shall collect data on alternative school discipline practices in public schools
for each local school system, including:

(i) The types of alternative school discipline practices that are used in a local school system; and

(i) The type of misconduct for which an alternative discipline practice is used.

§7-307. Principals, teachers, security guards & fights

(@) (1) A principal, teacher, school security guard, or other school system personnel in any public
school may take reasonable action necessary to prevent violence on school premises or on a school-
sponsored trip, including intervening in a fight or physical struggle that takes place in his or her
presence, whether the fight is among students or other individuals.

(2) The degree and force of the intervention may be as reasonably necessary to prevent violence,
restore order and to protect the safety of the combatants and surrounding individuals.

(b) A principal, teacher, school security guard, or other school system personnel who is hurt while
taking preventive action or intervening in a fight under this section:
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(1) Shall be compensated by the county board for any necessary medical expenses that result
directly from the preventive action or intervention; and

(2) May not lose any compensation for time lost from school duties that results directly from the
preventive action or intervention, but compensation may be reduced by any payments made under the
Maryland Workers' Compensation Act.

(c) Inany suit, claim, or criminal charge brought by a parent or other claimant of one of the
combatants against the principal, teacher, school security guard, or other school system personnel
because of the preventive action or intervention, the county board:

(1) Shall provide legal counsel for the principal, teacher, school security guard, or other school
system personnel or may provide reimbursement for the reasonable expenses of the legal defense of
any criminal charge if the county board considers it appropriate; and

(2) Shall save the principal, teacher, school security guard, or other school system personnel
harmless from any award or decree against him.

8§7-308. Searches of students and schools

(@) A principal, assistant principal, or school security guard of a public school may make a reasonable
search of a student on the school premises or on a school-sponsored trip if the searcher has a
reasonable belief that the student has in the student’s possession an item, the possession of which is a
criminal offense under the laws of this State or a violation of any other State law or a rule or regulation
of the county board.

(b) (1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of this subsection, a county board may authorize a
teacher of a public school to make a reasonable search of a student on a school-sponsored trip if the
teacher has a reasonable belief that the student has in the student’s possession an item, the possession
of which is a criminal offense under the laws of this State or a violation of any other State law or a rule or
regulation of the county board.

(2) To qualify to conduct a search under this subsection, a teacher shall be designated in writing
by a principal and receive training to conduct a search commensurate with the training received by a
principal.

(c) Asearch under subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall be made in the presence of a third party.

(d) (1) A principal, assistant principal, or school security guard of a public school may make a search
of the physical plant of the school and its appurtenances including the lockers of students.

(2) The right of the school official to search the locker shall be announced or published previously
in the school.

(e) The Department shall adopt rules and regulations relating to the searches permitted under this
section.
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§7-424. Reporting harassment/intimidation of students

(@) (1) Inthissection the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) “Bullying, harassment, or intimidation” means intentional conduct, including verbal, physical,
or written conduct, or an intentional electronic communication, that:

(i) Creates a hostile educational environment by substantially interfering with a student’s
educational benefits, opportunities, or performance, or with a student’s physical or psychological well-
being and is:

1. Motivated by an actual or a perceived personal characteristic including race, national origin,
marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, ancestry, physical attributes,

socioeconomic status, familial status, or physical or mental ability or disability;

2. Sexual in nature, including descriptions or depictions of a student with the student’s
intimate parts exposed or while engaged in an act of sexual contact; or

3. Threatening or seriously intimidating; and
(i) 1. Occurs on school property, at a school activity or event, or on a school bus; or
2. Substantially disrupts the orderly operation of a school.

(3) “Electronic communication” means a communication transmitted by means of an electronic
device, including a telephone, cellular phone, computer, or pager.

(4) “Intimate parts” means the naked genitals, pubic area, buttocks, or female nipple.

(5) “Sexual contact” means sexual intercourse, including genital-genital, oral-genital, anal-genital,
or oral-anal, whether between persons of the same or opposite sex.

(o) (1) The Department shall require a county board to report incidents of bullying, harassment, or
intimidation against students attending a public school under the jurisdiction of the county board.

(2) Anincident of bullying, harassment, or intimidation may be reported by:
(i) Astudent;
(i) The parent, guardian, or close adult relative of a student; or
(iii) A school staff member.

(c) (1) The Department shall create a standard victim of bullying, harassment, or intimidation
report form.
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(2) Each victim of bullying, harassment, or intimidation report form shall:
(i) Identify the victim and the alleged perpetrator, if known;
(i) Indicate the age of the victim and alleged perpetrator;
(iii) Describe the incident, including alleged statements made by the alleged perpetrator;
(iv) Indicate the location of the incident;

(v) Identify any physical injury suffered by the victim and describe the seriousness and any
permanent effects of the injury;

(vi) Indicate the number of days a student is absent from school, if any, as a result of the
incident;

(vii) Identify any request for psychological services initiated by the victim or the victim’'s family
due to psychological injuries suffered; and

(viii) Include instructions on how to fill out the form and the mailing address to where the form
shall be sent.

(3) A county board shall distribute copies of the victim of bullying, harassment, or intimidation
report form to each public school under the county board'’s jurisdiction.

(d) (1) A county board may establish an anonymous two-way electronic tip program to allow the
reporting of an act of bullying, harassment, or intimidation of a student.

(2) The purpose of the anonymous two-way electronic tip program is for a student, a parent,
guardian, or close adult relative of a student, or a school staff member to report acts of bullying,
harassment, or intimidation.

(3) Each county board that establishes an anonymous two-way electronic tip program shall
publicize the anonymous two-way electronic tip program in student handbooks, school system

websites, and other locations that the county board determines are necessary or appropriate.

(4) On receipt of a report of an act of bullying, harassment, or intimidation fromm an anonymous
two-way electronic tip, the recipient of the report or the recipient’s designee shall:

(i) Complete a victim of bullying, harassment, or intimidation report form in accordance with
subsection (c) of this section; and

(i) Provide a transcript of the conversation to a designated person in the school.

(5) The Governor may include funding in the State budget to provide grants to county boards to
establish an anonymous two-way electronic tip program.

() (1) Each county board shall submit summaries of report forms filed with the county board to
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the State Board on or before January 31 each year.
(2) A county board shall delete any information that identifies an individual.
(f) The information contained in a victim of bullying, harassment, or intimidation report form in
accordance with subsection (c) of this section or received from an anonymous two-way electronic tip in

accordance with subsection (d) of this section:

(1) Is confidential and may not be redisclosed except as otherwise provided under the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act or this section; and

(2) May not be made a part of a student’s permanent educational record.

(9) (1) The Department shall submit a report on or before March 31 each year to the Senate
Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Commmittee and the House Ways and Means Committee,
in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State Government Article, consisting of a summary of the
information included in the victim of bullying, harassment, or intimidation report forms filed with the
county boards the previous year.

(2) The report submitted by the Department shall include, to the extent feasible:
(i) A description of the act constituting the bullying, harassment, or intimidation;
(i) The age of the victim and alleged perpetrator;

(iii) The allegation of the alleged perpetrator's motive;

(iv) A description of the investigation of the complaint and any corrective action taken by the
appropriate school authorities;

(v) The number of days a student is absent from school, if any, as a result of the incident; and

(vi) The number of false allegations reported.

§7-424.1. Model Policy - Bullying, Harassment,
Intimidation

(@) Inthis section, “bullying, harassment, or intimidation” has the meaning stated in § 7-424 of this
subtitle.

(b) (1) By March 31,2009, the State Board, after consultation with and input from local school
systems, shall develop a model policy prohibiting bullying, harassment, or intimidation in schools.

(2) The model policy developed under paragraph (1) of this subsection shall include:
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(i) A statement prohibiting bullying, harassment, and intimidation in schools;

(i) A statement prohibiting reprisal or retaliation against individuals who report acts of bullying,
harassment, or intimidation;

(iii) A definition of bullying, harassment, or intimidation that is either the same as set forth in
subsection (a) of this section or a definition that is not less inclusive than that definition;

(iv) Standard consequences and remedial actions for persons committing acts of bullying,
harassment, or intimidation and for persons engaged in reprisal or retaliation;

(v) Standard consequences and remedial actions for persons found to have made false
accusations;

(vi) Model procedures for reporting acts of bullying, harassment, and intimidation;
(vii) Model procedures for providing notice of an act of bullying, harassment, or intimidation to:

1. A parent or guardian of the alleged victim, within 3 business days after the date the act is
reported; and

2. A parent or guardian of the alleged perpetrator, within 5 business days after the date the
act is reported;

(viii)  Model procedures for the prompt investigation of acts of bullying, harassment, and
intimidation;

(ix) Information about the types of support services available to the student bully, victim, and
any bystanders;

(x) Information regarding the availability and use of the bullying, harassment, or intimidation
form under § 7-424 of this subtitle; and

(xi) Information regarding the availability and use of an anonymous two-way electronic tip
program established under § 7-424 of this subtitle.

(3) By September1, 2016, and every 5 years thereafter, the State Board, after consultation with
local school systems, shall update the model policy required under paragraph (1) of this subsection.

(c) (1) Each county board shall establish a policy prohibiting bullying, harassment, or intimidation
at school based on the model policy.

(2) The policy shall address the components of the model policy specified in subsection (b)(2) of
this section.

(3) A county board shall develop the policy in consultation with representatives of the following
groups:
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(i) Parents or guardians of students;

(i)  School employees and administrators;
(iii)  School volunteers;

(iv) Students;and

(v) Members of the community.

(4) ByJanuary1, 2017, and every 5 years thereafter, each county board shall update its policy based
on the State Board's update of the model policy under subsection (b)(3) of this section.

(d) Each county board shall publicize its policy in student handbooks, school system websites, and
any other location or venue the county board determines is necessary or appropriate.

(e) Each county board policy shall include information on the procedure for reporting incidents of
bullying, harassment, or intimidation, including:

(1) A chain of command in the reporting process; and

(2) The name and contact information for an employee of the Department, designated by the
Department, who is familiar with the reporting and investigation procedures in the applicable school
system.

(f) (M ByJuly1, 2009, each county board shall submit its policy to the State Superintendent.

(2) ByJanuary1,2017, and every 5 years thereafter, each county board shall submit its updated
policy to the State Superintendent.

(g) Each county board shall develop the following educational programs in its efforts to prevent
bullying, harassment, and intimidation in schools:

(1)  Aneducational bullying, harassment, and intimidation prevention program for students, staff,
volunteers, and parents; and

(2) Ateacher and administrator development program that trains teachers and administrators to
implement the policy.

(h) (1) Aschool employee who reports an act of bullying, harassment, or intimidation under this
section in accordance with the county board’s policy established under subsection (c) of this section is
not civilly liable for any act or omission in reporting or failing to report an act of bullying, harassment, or
intimidation under this section.

(2) The provisions of this section may not be construed to limit the legal rights of a victim of
bullying, harassment, or intimidation.
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§7-426. Guidelines for student emergency medical care

(@) The Department and the Maryland Department of Health shall jointly establish guidelines for
public schools regarding providing emergency medical care to students with special health needs.

(b) The guidelines shall include:

(1) Procedures for the emergency administration of medication and the proper follow-up
emergency procedures;

(2) A description of parental or caregiver responsibilities, including:
(i) School notification of a child’s special health care needs or diagnosis;

(i)  Providing appropriate medication and delivery devices and medical condition indication
devices including Medic Alert bracelets or necklaces;

(iii) Parental consent for the administration of medications; and

(iv) Providing an emergency card for medical emergencies with current contact names and
telephone numbers;

(3) A description of school responsibilities, including:

(i) Training for school health services personnel, teachers, coaches, transportation personnel,
and other appropriate school personnel;

(i)  Providing and distributing the required notices and forms for notification, consent for the
administration of medications, medical emergency contact information, and any other appropriate

material; and

(iii)  Providing outreach and education for parents and other caregivers regarding providing
emergency medical care to students with special health needs;

(4) A description of student responsibilities that are age and condition appropriate; and

(5) Any other issue that is relevant to the emergency medical care of students with special health
needs.

(c) The Department and the Maryland Department of Health shall:
(1) Provide technical assistance to schools to:
(i) Implement the guidelines established under this section; and

(ii) Train school personnel at the local level; and
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(2) Develop a process to monitor the implementation of the guidelines established under this
section.

§7-426.1. Children with anaphylactic allergies

(@) (1) Inthissection the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) “Anaphylactic allergy” means a food allergy that causes a severe, systematic reaction resulting
in circulatory collapse or shock that may be fatal.

(3) “Employee” means an individual who is employed by a local board of education, including
part-time employees, certified and noncertified substitute teachers employed by the local board of

education for at least 7 days each school year, maintenance workers, and administrative staff.

(4) “Major food allergen” means:

(i) Milk;
(i) Eggs;
(iii)  Fish;

(iv) Crustacean shellfish;
(v) Tree nuts;

(Vi)  Wheat;

(vii) Peanuts;

(viii) Soybeans; and

(ix) Sesame.

(5) “Self-administer” means the application or consumption of medications in a manner
prescribed by a health practitioner who is licensed, certified, or otherwise authorized under the Health
Occupations Article to prescribe medications and medication delivery devices by the individual for
whom the medication was prescribed without additional assistance or direction.

(b) (1) Before the start of the 2024-2025 school year, each county board shall adopt and implement
guidelines in accordance with the Maryland State school health service guidelines to reduce the risk of

exposure to anaphylactic major food allergens in classrooms and common areas.

(2) Ata minimum, the guidelines under paragraph (1) of this subsection shall:
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(i) If appropriate, in accordance with the collective bargaining agreement, describe the roles
and responsibilities of parents, administrators, health care staff, educators, food service employees, and
operations staff;

(i) Emphasize communication and collaboration between school staff, students, and parents,
including:

1. Notification of a student’s anaphylactic allergy to educators and other school staff who
come into contact with the student; and

2. Notification to parents and students about measures the school is taking to avoid exposure
to food allergens;

(iii)  Provide information to parents about 504 plans and their applicability to students with
anaphylactic allergies;

(iv) Designate school areas that are food-free;

(v) Designate tables in the cafeteria to be used by students with anaphylactic allergies that are
free of foods containing the major food allergens of the student users;

(vi) Provide guidelines for who may use or accompany students using tables free of major food
allergens;

(vii)  Promote handwashing and other methods for the safe handling of food,;
(viii)  Provide guidelines for the handling of food on school-provided transportation;

(ix) Provide guidelines designed to ensure that students with anaphylactic allergies are able to
participate in school events, after-school activities, and field trips;

(x) Provide guidance for food distribution by outside public or private individuals, groups, and
entities holding functions on school grounds; and

(xi) Establish strategies to reduce bullying and harassment of students with anaphylactic
allergies.

(3) Each county board shall publish the guidelines adopted under this subsection on its welbsite
and by any other method determined appropriate by the board.

(c) (1) Subject to paragraph (3) of this subsection, each public school shall develop a system to
disclose, within a reasonable time in advance of service, the foods served in the school and the major
food allergens contained in the food.

(2) Adisclosure made under this subsection may be by:

(i) Direct electronic or physical messages sent to the school community; or
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(i) Posting on the Internet.

(3) (i) BeforeJanuary 1, 2026, a public school may not be required to dispose of a food product
made or purchased before January 1, 2023, that was labeled in accordance with federal law before the
effective date of the requirement that sesame be listed on the food product label under the federal
Food Allergy Safety, Treatment, Education, and Research Act of 2021.

(i) If a public school is using a food product that was made or purchased before January 1, 2023,
the school shall disclose that the food may contain sesame.

(d) In consultation with a school health professional, the principal of a public school that has a child
attending the school who has been identified to the school as having an anaphylactic allergy shall:

(1)  Monitor and implement, as necessary, the strategies developed in accordance with the
Maryland State school health service guidelines to reduce the risk of exposure to anaphylactic causative
agents in classrooms and common areas;

(2) Monitor and implement the guidelines established by the county board under subsection (b)
of this section; and

(3) Establish procedures for self-administration of medication by the child if the child is
determined to be capable of and responsible for self-administration by the principal, parent or
guardian of the child, and physician of the child.

() Aschool may revoke the authority of a child to self-administer medication if the child endangers
himself or herself or another child through misuse of the medication.

(f) Except for any willful or grossly negligent act, an employee who responds in good faith to the
anaphylactic reaction of a child in accordance with this section is immune from civil liability for any act
or omission in the course of responding to the reaction.

(g) Ifachild has authority to self-administer medication in accordance with subsection (d)(3) of this
section, a local county board may require the parent or guardian of the child to sign a statement

acknowledging that the school or its employee incurs no liability as a result of injury arising from self-
administration by the child.

§7-426.2. Children with anaphylaxis response from staff

(@) (1) Inthissection the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) “Anaphylaxis” means a sudden, severe, and potentially life-threatening allergic reaction that
occurs when an individual is exposed to an allergen.

(3) “Auto-injectable epinephrine” means a portable, disposable drug delivery device that contains
a premeasured single dose of epinephrine that is used to treat anaphylaxis in an emergency situation.
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(b) Each county board shall establish a policy for public schools within its jurisdiction to authorize
the school nurse and other school personnel to administer auto—-injectable epinephrine, if available, to a
student who is determined to be or perceived to be in anaphylaxis, regardless of whether the student:

(1) Has been identified as having an anaphylactic allergy, as defined in § 7-426.1 of this subtitle; or

(2) Hasa prescription for epinephrine as prescribed by an authorized licensed health care
practitioner under the Health Occupations Article.

(c) The policy established under subsection (b) of this section shall include:
(1) Training for school personnel on how to recognize the symptoms of anaphylaxis;
(2) Procedures for the emergency administration of auto-injectable epinephrine;
(3) The proper follow-up emergency procedures;

(4) A provision authorizing a school nurse to obtain and store at a public school auto-injectable
epinephrine to be used in an emergency situation; and

(5) Arequirement that each public school develop and implement a method for notifying the
parents or guardians of students of the school’s policy under this section at the beginning of each
school year.

(d) Except for any willful or grossly negligent act, a school nurse or other school personnel who
respond in good faith to the anaphylactic reaction of a child in accordance with this section may not be
held personally liable for any act or omission in the course of responding to the reaction.

() (1) Each public school shall submit, on the form that the Department requires, a report to the
Department on each incident at the school or at a related school event that required the use of auto-

injectable epinephrine.

(2) The Department shall develop and disseminate a standard form to report each incident
requiring the use of auto-injectable epinephrine at a public school.

§8-410. Transportation of children with a disability

(@) Each local school system shall provide or arrange for the transportation during the regular school
year of each child with a disability who is in a placement approved in conformity with this subtitle and
applicable regulations of the State Board and standards in:

(1) A public school;
(2) Aschool maintained by a State agency; and

(3) A nonpublic school.

Maryland State Department of Education | 27



Maryland School Transportation Related Laws 2024

(b) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the local school system of the county
in which the child with a disability resides shall certify and pay the cost of his daily or other reasonable
transportation to school under the rules and regulations adopted by the State Board if:

(i) The school is outside this State or the county in which the child resides; and
(i) State aid has provided for the education of the child under this subtitle.

(2) Ifalocal management board, as established under Title 8, Subtitle 3 of the Human Services
Article, funds the placement of a child in a school that is outside the State or the county in which the
child resides without consulting the local school system, the local management board shall certify and
pay the cost of the student’s daily or other reasonable transportation to school.

(¢) (1) The rules and regulations adopted by the State Board shall take into consideration any
hardship cases that reasonably may require additional expenses to guarantee adequate transportation
during the regular school year.

(2) In addition to providing advice to the Motor Vehicle Administration under § 25-110 of the
Transportation Article regarding the adoption by the Administration of rules and regulations relating to
the safe operation of school vehicles, including vehicles and equipment appropriate for transporting a
child with a disability, the Department shall adopt guidelines which set minimum standards to meet in
each of the following categories:

(i) The qualifications for hiring and training of drivers and aides, including private contract
personnel, involved in handling and transporting a child with a disability to a nonpublic special
education facility; and

(i) The appropriate length of time and distance for transporting a child with a disability to a
nonpublic special education facility.

(d) (1) ByJuly1ofeach year any local school system that has 25 or more children with disabilities
attending nonpublic education facilities shall submit to the State Department a detailed report,
including any rules and regulations it has adopted since the submission of its last report, which outline
the local school system’s compliance with the State Department adopted guidelines for the
transportation of a child with a disability to nonpublic special education facilities.

(2) The State Department shall annually:

(i) Review each applicable local school system’s plan or procedures for transporting children
with disabilities to nonpublic special education facilities for compliance with the State Department’s
guidelines; and

(i) Advise a local school system as to whether its plan or procedures are in compliance.

(e) In both the adoption of guidelines under subsection (c)(2) of this section and the annual review

under subsection (d) of this section of each applicable county’s plan or procedures for transporting
children with disabilities to nonpublic special education facilities, the State Department shall:
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(1) Take into consideration the particular circumstances and needs of each applicable local school
system, including the differences among urban and rural school systems; and

(2) Recognize the need for flexibility on an individual child basis.

§11-105. "Bus"

“Bus” means:

(1) A motor vehicle that is designed to carry more than ten passengers and is used to carry people;
and

(2) Any other motor vehicle that is designed and used to carry people for compensation, except
for a taxicab.

§11-113. "Divided Highway"

“Divided highway” means a highway that is divided into two or more roadways by:
(1) Anintervening space;
(2) A barrier; or

(3) Aclearly indicated dividing section constructed to impede vehicular traffic.

§11-113.1. "Domicile"

“Domicile” means the place of a person’s true, fixed, permanent home, without any present intention
of completely abandoning that home, and to which he has the intention of returning whenever absent.
Domicile does not include a temporary dwelling unless there is a present intention to abandon
permanently or indefinitely the former domicile.

§11-117. "Educational Purposes

(@) “Educational purposes” includes those activities of schools certified by the Department of
Education, activities of centers for individuals with an intellectual disability and physically handicapped
individuals, church schools, Sunday schools and church related functions, child care centers, day camps,
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or summer camps, or any other activity that provides some educational experience for its participants.

(b) This definition shall be liberally construed.

§11-126. "Gross Weight"

“Gross weight” means the weight of a vehicle and its load.

§11-127. "Highway"

“Highway” means:

(1)  The entire width between the boundary lines of any way or thoroughfare of which any part is
used by the public for vehicular travel, whether or not the way or thoroughfare has been dedicated to
the public and accepted by any proper authority; and

(2) For purposes of the application of State laws, the entire width between the boundary lines of

any way or thoroughfare used for purposes of vehicular travel on any property owned, leased, or
controlled by the United States government and located in the State.

§11-151. "Roadway"

(@) "Roadway” means that part of a highway that is improved, designed, or ordinarily used for
vehicular travel, other than the shoulder.

(b) If a highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term “roadway” as used in the
Maryland Vehicle Law refers to any one roadway separately, and not to all of the roadways collectively.

§11-153. "School Bus"

“School bus” means a Type | school vehicle, as defined in this subtitle.

§11-154. "School Vehicle"

(@) “School vehicle” means, except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, any motor vehicle
that:
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(1) Is used regularly for the exclusive transportation of children, students, or teachers for
educational purposes or in connection with a school activity; and

(2) s
(i) AType | school vehicle, as defined in this subtitle;
(i) A Type Il school vehicle, as defined in this subtitle; or
(iii) A vehicle that:

1. Was originally titled in another state and used to transport children, students, or teachers
for educational purposes or in connection with a school activity in that state;

2. Complies with regulations on transporting children enrolled in the federally funded Head
Start Program adopted by the United States Department of Health and Human Services; and

3. Isused only for transporting children to and from a Head Start program.
(b) “School vehicle” does not include:

(1) A privately owned vehicle while it is carrying members of its owner's household and not
operated for compensation; or

(2) Avehicle that is registered as a Class M (multipurpose) vehicle under § 13-937 of this article or a
Class A (passenger) vehicle under § 13-912 of this article and used to transport children between one or
more schools or licensed child care centers or to and from designated areas that are approved by the
Administration if:

(i) The vehicle is designed for carrying 15 persons or less, including the driver;

(i)  The children are permitted to embark or exit the vehicle only at a school or child care center
or a designated area approved by the Administration;

(iii)  The owner has obtained vehicle liability insurance or other security as required by Title 17 of
this article; and

(iv) The vehicle is equipped with proper seat belts or safety seats so as to permit each child to be
secured in a seat belt or a safety seat as required by §§ 22-412.2 and 22-412.3 of this article.

§11-173. "Type | School Vehicle"

(@) “Type | school vehicle” means a school vehicle that:

(1) Isdesigned and constructed to carry passengers;
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(2) Iseither of the body-on-chassis type construction or integral type construction; and

(3) Has a gross vehicle weight of more than 15,000 pounds and provides a minimum of 13 inches
of seating space per passenger.

(b)  “Type | school vehicle” does not include any bus operated by a common carrier under the
jurisdiction of a State, regional, or federal regulatory agency or operated by the agency itself.

§11-174. "Type Il School Vehicle"

“Type Il school vehicle” means a school vehicle that:
(1) Is designed and constructed to carry passengers;
(2) Iseither of the body-on-chassis type construction or integral type construction; and

(3) Has a gross vehicle weight of 15,000 pounds or less and provides a minimum of 13 inches of
seating space per passenger.

§14-308. Duty of State to repair damaged property

The State shall repair or replace any equipment, facilities, or property that is damaged while being
used in accordance with the proclamation of a state of emergency.

§16-102. Persons exempt from requirements;
nonresident

(@) The licensing requirements of this title do not apply to:
(9) A nonresident of this State if:
(i) He has with him a license to drive issued to him by the state of his residence;

(i) His license authorizes him to drive in that state vehicles of the class he is driving in this State;
and

(iii) Heis at least the same age as that required of a resident for the vehicle he is driving in this
State;
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§16-118. Medical Advisory Board

(@) (1) The Administrator may appoint a Medical Advisory Board of qualified physicians and
optometrists to enable the Administration to comply properly with the provisions of this title regarding
the physical and mental condition of individuals who seek to drive on highways in this State.

(2) The Administrator also may appoint a medical secretary to serve the Board.

(b) Each member of the Medical Advisory Board is entitled to compensation for each meeting that
the member attends. The compensation shall be paid out of funds appropriated to the Administration.

() (1) The Administrator may refer to the Medical Advisory Board, for an advisory opinion, the case
of any licensee or applicant for a license, if the Administrator has good cause to believe that the driving
of a vehicle by him would be contrary to public safety and welfare because of an existing or suspected
mental or physical disability.

(2) The Board shall meet at the pleasure of the Administrator.

(d) (1) Exceptas provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the records of the Medical Advisory
Board:

(i) Are confidential;
(i)  May be disclosed only on court order; and
(iii)  May be used only to determine the qualifications of an individual to drive.

(2) The Administration may use information in its records for the purpose of driver safety research,
provided that personal information is not published or disclosed.

(3) The Administration may contract with third parties to assist with driver safety research.

(4) A person may not use these records for any other purpose.

§16-808. Person’s ineligible to drive CMV

(@) A person may not drive a commercial motor vehicle on any highway or any property specified in
§ 21-101.1 of this article:

(1) Unless authorized to do so under this title;
(2) While the person's driver’s license or privilege to drive is refused in this State or any other state;

(3) While the person’s driver's license or privilege to drive is canceled in this State;
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(4) While the person’s driver’s license or privilege to drive is canceled by any other state;
(5) While the person's driver’s license or privilege to drive is suspended in this State;
(6)  While the person’s driver's license or privilege to drive is suspended by any other state;
(7)  While the person’s driver's license or privilege to drive is revoked in this State;
(8) While the person’s driver’s license or privilege to drive is revoked by any other state; or
(9) While the person is:

(i) Disqualified from driving a commmercial motor vehicle in this State or any other state; or

(i) Disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle by the United States Department of
Transportation.

(b)  While a person is subject to a driver or vehicle out-of-service order, as defined in § 16-812(i)(1)(ii) of
this subtitle, the person may not drive a commercial motor vehicle on any highway or any property
specified in § 21-101.1 of this article:

(1) While transporting nonhazardous materials;
(2) While transporting hazardous materials required to be placarded; or
(3) While operating a vehicle designed to transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver.

(c) If a person has been issued a valid commmercial driver’s license, the person may not drive a

commercial motor vehicle on any highway or any property specified in § 21-101.1 of this article without

the valid commercial driver's license in the person’s possession.

(d) (1) A person convicted of a violation of subsection (a) of this section is subject to imprisonment
not exceeding 5 years or a fine not exceeding $10,000 or both.

(2) A person convicted of a violation of subsection (c) of this section is subject to:

(i) For afirst offense, imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or a fine not exceeding $1,000 or
both;

(i) For asecond offense, imprisonment not exceeding 1year or a fine not exceeding $2,000 or
both; and

(iii)  For a third or subsequent offense, imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or a fine not
exceeding $3,000 or both.

Maryland State Department of Education | 34



Maryland School Transportation Related Laws 2024

§16-815. Additional endorsements; school bus mechanics

(@) (1) AClass Acommercial driver's license authorizes the licensee to drive the following motor
vehicles and combinations of motor vehicles:

(i)  Any combination of vehicles with a gross combination weight rating of 26,001 or more
pounds if the GVWR of the vehicles being towed is in excess of 10,000 pounds; and

(i)  Any vehicle or combination of vehicles that a Class B commercial driver’s license authorizes
its holder to drive.

(2) Anindividual who is issued a Class A commercial driver’s license under this subsection may not
drive or attempt to drive a motor vehicle on any highway in this State unless a Class A commmercial
driver’s license or an appropriately endorsed Class A commercial driver’s license authorizes the

individual to drive a vehicle of the class that the individual is driving or attempting to drive.

(o) (1) A Class B commercial driver’s license authorizes the licensee to drive the following motor
vehicles and combinations of motor vehicles:

(i) Any single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 26,001 or more pounds;
(i)  Any such vehicle towing a vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds GVWR; and
(iii)  Any vehicle that a Class C commercial driver's license authorizes its holder to drive.
(2) Anindividual who is issued a Class B commmercial driver’s license under this subsection may not
drive or attempt to drive a motor vehicle on any highway in this State unless a Class B commercial
driver’s license or an appropriately endorsed Class B commmercial driver's license authorizes the

individual to drive a vehicle of the class that the individual is driving or attempting to drive.

(c) (1) AClass Ccommercial driver's license authorizes the licensee to drive the following motor
vehicles and combinations of motor vehicles:

(i)  Anysingle vehicle less than 26,001 pounds gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR);
(i)  Any such vehicle towing a vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds GVWR; and

(iii)  Any vehicle which a noncommercial Class C driver's license authorizes its holder to drive,
except for motorcycles.

(2) Anindividual who is issued a Class C commercial driver's license under this subsection may not
drive or attempt to drive a motor vehicle on any highway in this State unless a Class C commmercial
driver’s license or an appropriately endorsed Class C commercial driver’s license authorizes the

individual to drive a vehicle of the class that the individual is driving or attempting to drive.

(d) (1) A commercial driver's instructional permit authorizes the holder to operate commercial
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motor vehicles of Class A, B, and C subject to the conditions of Subtitle 1 of this title.

(2) Aninstructional permit is not a license within the meaning of the single license restriction
placed upon drivers of commercial motor vehicles.

() (1) Inaddition to the requirements contained in subsections (a), (b), and (c) of this section, an
operator must obtain State-issued endorsements of an operator's commercial driver’s license to
operate commercial motor vehicles which are:

(i) Doubleftriple trailers;

(i)  Vehicles designed to transport 16 or more passengers including the driver (passenger
vehicles);

(iii)  School buses; or
(iv) Tankvehicles.

(2) Aschool bus endorsement authorized under this subsection is also an endorsement for
vehicles designed to transport 16 or more passengers including the driver (passenger vehicles).

() (1) Inaddition to the requirements contained in subsections (a), (b), and (c) of this section, an
operator must obtain a State-issued endorsement of an operator's commercial driver’s license to
operate a commercial motor vehicle that is required to be placarded for hazardous materials.

(2) Before an operator can obtain a State-issued endorsement under this subsection, the operator
shall apply to the Criminal Justice Information System Central Repository for a national and State
criminal history records check.

(3) The Administration may not issue a hazardous materials endorsement of a commmercial driver's
license without the approval of the Transportation Security Administration of the federal Department of
Homeland Security.

(4) The Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services and the Director of the Criminal
Justice Information System Central Repository, in consultation with the Administration, may adopt

regulations to carry out this section.

(9) (1) Inthissubsection, “Central Repository” means the Criminal Justice Information System
Central Repository of the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services.

(2) An operator requesting a State-issued endorsement under subsection (f) of this section shall
apply to the Central Repository for a national and a State criminal history records check.

(3) As part of the application for a criminal history records check, the operator shall submit to the
Central Repository:

(i) Two complete sets of the operator's legible fingerprints taken in a format approved by the
Director of the Central Repository and the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation;
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(i) The fee authorized under §10-221(b)(7) of the Criminal Procedure Article for access to
Maryland criminal history records; and

(iii)  The mandatory processing fee required by the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a national
criminal history records check.

(4) (i) The Central Repository shall provide a receipt to the operator for the fees paid under
paragraph (3)(ii) and (iii) of this subsection.

(i) The operator's employer may pay the fees or reimburse the operator for the fees required
under paragraph (3)(ii) and (iii) of this subsection.

(5) (i) Inaccordance with §§10-201 through 10-234 of the Criminal Procedure Article, the Central
Repository shall forward to the operator and the Transportation Security Administration of the federal
Department of Homeland Security, a printed statement of the operator’s criminal history record
information.

(i) If criminal history record information is reported to the Central Repository after the date of
the criminal history records check, the Central Repository shall provide to the Transportation Security
Administration of the federal Department of Homeland Security and the operator a revised printed
statement of the operator’s criminal history record information.

(6) Inaccordance with regulations adopted by the Department of Public Safety and Correctional
Services, the Administration shall verify periodically a list of operators of commercial motor vehicles that
are required to be placarded for hazardous materials.

(7) Information obtained from the Central Repository under this section shall be:

(i) Confidential and may not be disseminated; and

(i)  Used only for the purpose authorized by this section.

(8) The subject of a criminal history records check under this subsection may contest the contents
of the printed statement issued by the Central Repository as provided in § 10-223 of the Criminal

Procedure Article.

(h) Except as provided in § 16-101 of this title, a person convicted of a violation of subsection (e) of
this section is subject to:

(1) For a first offense, imprisonment not exceeding 2 months or a fine not exceeding $500 or both;

(2) For a second offense, imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or a fine not exceeding $1,000 or
both; and

(3) For athird or subsequent offense, imprisonment not exceeding 1year or a fine not exceeding
$2,000 or both.
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§16-816.

(@) Anindividual may not drive a school vehicle on any highway in this State unless the individual:
(1) Passes an appropriate medical examination; and
(2) For driving a school bus, has been issued a commercial driver’s license endorsed school bus.

(b) Except as provided in subsections (c) and (d) of this section, a driver of a school vehicle may not
allow an individual who is not a student or school employee to board or ride on the school vehicle.

(c) Anindividual may board and ride on a school vehicle as a school vehicle attendant if the
individual:

(1) (i) Isan employee of the local school system or transportation company that operates the
school vehicle;

(i) Is otherwise authorized by the local school system to act as a school vehicle attendant for a
child on the school vehicle; or

(iii) Isa nurse, an aide, or any other individual assigned or authorized to work with a student in
accordance with the student'’s individualized education program, 504 Plan under the federal

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or other student-specific written plan; and

(2) (i) Isin possession of photo identification that identifies the local school system or
transportation company that employs the individual as a school vehicle attendant; or

(i) Isin possession of photo identification or another document issued by the local school
system that authorizes the individual to act as a school vehicle attendant for a child on the school

vehicle.

(d) Anindividual may board and ride on a school vehicle with the written permission of the local
school system.

(e) W.ith the advice of the State Department of Education, the Administration may adopt
regulations concerning the qualifications of school vehicle drivers.

§20-103. Driver to remain at scene

(@) The driver of each vehicle involved in an accident that results only in damage to an attended
vehicle or other attended property immediately shall stop the vehicle as close as possible to the scene
of the accident, without obstructing traffic more than necessary.

(b) The driver of each vehicle involved in an accident that results only in damage to an attended
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vehicle or other attended property shall return to and remain at the scene of the accident until he has
complied with § 20-104 of this title.

(c) A person convicted of a violation of this section is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 2
months or a fine not exceeding $500 or both.

§20-104. Duty to give info and render assistance

(@) The driver of each vehicle involved in an accident that results in bodily injury to or death of any
person or in damage to an attended vehicle or other attended property shall render reasonable
assistance to any person injured in the accident and, if the person requests medical treatment or it is
apparent that medical treatment is necessary, arrange for the transportation of the person to a
physician, surgeon, or hospital for medical treatment.

(b) The driver of each vehicle involved in an accident that results in bodily injury to or death of any
person or in damage to an attended vehicle or other attended property shall give his name, his address,
and the registration number of the vehicle he is driving and, on request, exhibit his license to drive, if it
is available, to:

(1)  Any person injured in the accident; and

(2) Thedriver, occupant of, or person attending any vehicle or other property damaged in the
accident.

(c) Thedriver of each vehicle involved in an accident that results in bodily injury to or death of any
person or in damage to an attended vehicle or other attended property shall give the same information
described in subsection (b) of this section and, on request, exhibit his license to drive, if it is available, to
any police officer who is at the scene of or otherwise is investigating the accident.

(d) If a police officer is not present and none of the specified persons is in condition to receive the
information to which the person otherwise would be entitled under this section, the driver, after
fulfilling to the extent possible every other requirement of § 20-102 of this title and subsection (a) of this
section, immediately shall report the accident to the nearest office of an authorized police authority
and give the information specified in subsection (b) of this section.

(e) A person convicted of a violation of this section is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 2
months or a fine not exceeding $500 or both.

§20-105. Duty on striking unattended vehicle or property

(@) The driver of each vehicle involved in an accident that results in damage to an unattended
vehicle or other unattended property immediately shall stop the vehicle as close as possible to the
scene of the accident, without obstructing traffic more than necessary.
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(b) Subject to the provisions of subsection (c) of this section, the driver of each vehicle involved in a
accident that results in damage to an unattended vehicle or other unattended property shall attempt

n

to locate the driver, owner, or person in charge of the damaged vehicle or other property and notify him

of:
(1)  His name and address;
(2) The registration number of the vehicle he is driving; and
(3) The name and address of the owner of that vehicle.

(c) If the driver, owner, or person in charge of the damaged vehicle or other property cannot be
located, the driver of each vehicle involved in an accident that results in damage to an unattended
vehicle or other unattended property shall leave in a conspicuous, secure place in or on the damaged
vehicle or other property a written notice providing the information required under subsection (b) of

this section.

(d) A person convicted of a violation of this section is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 2
months or a fine not exceeding $500 or both.

§20-106. Duty on striking an animal

(@) In addition to the other requirements of this title, if a motor vehicle strikes and injures a domestic

animal, the driver of the motor vehicle immediately shall notify the appropriate State or local police of
the accident.

(b) On receipt of notice under this section, the police shall notify the local organization or

governmental agency designated by the appropriate local government to give such injured animals
medical care.

§21-107. Authority of school crossing guards

(@) Aschool crossing guard who meets the qualifications in subsection (b) of this section may stop
or otherwise direct vehicles and pedestrians on a highway or on school grounds to assist:

(1) Pedestrians in the safe crossing of highways at a school crossing;
(2) School vehicles in entering and leaving school grounds; and

(3) Exceptin Baltimore City, vehicles that are not school vehicles in entering and leaving school
grounds.
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(b) A school crossing guard is qualified to direct traffic as described in subsection (a) of this section if
the school crossing guard:

(1) I1s18years of age or older;

(2) Isunder the control of a local law enforcement agency or a county school board,;

(3) Has completed training to perform any traffic direction duties to which the guard is assigned
as prescribed by the law enforcement agency or county school board that has control over the school

crossing guard; and

(4) Iswearing an appropriate uniform as specified by the law enforcement agency or county
school board that has control over the school crossing guard.

(c) A person may not willfully disobey a lawful direction of a school crossing guard exercising the
authority granted in this section.

(d) Nothing in this section prohibits a school crossing guard who does not meet the qualifications

specified in subsection (b) of this section from assisting a pedestrian to cross a highway, providing the
school crossing guard does not attempt to do so by directing traffic.

§21-304. When driving on the right is permitted

(@) Subject to the requirements of subsection (b) of this section, the driver of a vehicle may overtake
and pass to the right of another vehicle only:

(1) If the overtaken vehicle is making or about to make a left turn;

(2) On a highway with unobstructed pavement not occupied by parked vehicles and wide enough
for two or more lines of vehicles moving lawfully in the same direction as the overtaking vehicle; or

(3) On any one-way roadway, if the roadway is free from obstruction and wide enough for two or
more lines of moving vehicles.

(b) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle to the right only if it is safe to do
So.

(c) (1) Exceptas provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection and for an operator of a bicycle or
motor scooter, a person may not make the movement described under subsections (a) and (b) of this
section by driving off the roadway.

(2) The driver of a vehicle may make the movement described under subsections (a) and (b) of

this section by driving outside the marked lane onto the shoulder to overtake and pass a vehicle that is
making or about to make a left turn if the driver can do so without leaving the paved surface.
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§21-701. Obedience to signal on approach or passage of
train

(@) (1) Ifthedriver of a vehicle approaches a railroad grade crossing under any of the circumstances
stated in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the driver:

(i) Shall stop within 50 feet but not less than 15 feet from the nearest rail in the crossing; and
(i)  May not proceed until he can do so safely.
(2) The requirements of this subsection apply if:

(i) Aclearly visible electric or mechanical signal device warns of the immediate approach or
passage of a railroad train;

(i) A crossing gate is lowered;

(iii) A flagman signals the approach or passage of a railroad train;

(iv) Arailroad train approaching within 1,500 feet of the crossing gives a signal audible to traffic
approaching the crossing and the railroad train, because of its speed or nearness to the crossing, is an
immediate danger; or

(v) Avrailroad train is plainly visible and is in or is approaching dangerously near to the crossing.

(b) A person may not drive any vehicle through, around, or under any crossing gate or barrier at a
railroad grade crossing while the gate or barrier is closed or is being opened or closed.

§21-702. All vehicles to stop at certain railroad crossings

(@) The State Highway Administration and any local authority with the approval of the State
Highway Administration may place a stop sign at any railroad grade crossing of a highway that the
local authority or State Highway Administration designates as a particularly dangerous crossing.

(b) If the driver of a vehicle approaches the stop sign, the driver:

(1) Shall stop within 50 feet but not less than 15 feet from the nearest rail in the crossing; and

(2) May proceed only on exercising due care.

Maryland State Department of Education | 42



Maryland School Transportation Related Laws 2024

§21-703. Certain vehicles to stop at all railroad crossings

(@) Except as provided in subsection (g) of this section, this section applies to:
(1) Every motor vehicle carrying a passenger for hire;
(2) Every school vehicle carrying any passenger;
(3) Every bus that is owned or operated by a church and carrying any passenger;
(4) Every vehicle carrying as cargo a flammable liquid or an explosive; and

(5) Every vehicle carrying hazardous materials of a type and quantity requiring placarding under
federal hazardous materials regulations.

(b) If the driver of any vehicle described in subsection (a) of this section approaches a railroad grade
crossing, the driver shall stop within 50 feet but not less than 15 feet from the nearest rail in the
crossing.

(c) Ifthe driver of any vehicle described in subsection (a) of this section approaches a railroad grade
crossing, the driver, while stopped, shall listen and look in both directions along the track for any
approaching or passing railroad train and for any signals indicating the approach or passage of a
railroad train.

(d) If the driver of any vehicle described in subsection (a) of this section approaches a railroad grade
crossing, the driver may not proceed until he can do so safely.

(e) Ifthe driver of any vehicle described in subsection (a) of this section approaches a railroad grade
crossing, the driver may proceed only in that gear of the vehicle in which it will be unnecessary to shift
gears manually while passing through the crossing.

(f) If the driver of any vehicle described in subsection (a) of this section approaches a railroad grade
crossing, the driver may not shift gears manually while passing over any track of the railroad.

(g) (1) Thissection does not apply to the vehicles described in subsection (a)(1), (4), and (5) of this
section, at any railroad grade crossing in a business district or residential district.

(2) This section does not apply to school buses and church buses, as described in subsection (a)(2)
and (3) of this section, at locations within Baltimore City where complying with the provision of this

section would conflict with the existing traffic signal indications.

(3) This section does not apply to the vehicles described in subsection (a) of this section, at any
railroad grade crossing with an exempt highway-rail grade crossing plaque.
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§21-703.1. Procedure upon approaching a railroad
crossing

Unless otherwise provided in this subtitle, upon approaching a railroad grade crossing, the operator
of every commercial motor vehicle shall:

(1) Slow down and check that the tracks are clear of an approaching train;
(2) Stop before reaching the crossing, if the tracks are not clear;

(3) Attempt to negotiate the crossing only if the crossing and the roadway beyond the crossing
are sufficiently clear of other traffic so that the driver can drive completely through and clear of the
crossing without stopping;

(4) Obey a traffic control device or the directions of a police officer at the crossing; and

(5) Attempt to negotiate the crossing only if the vehicle has sufficient undercarriage clearance.

§21-706. Overtaking and passing a school vehicle

(@) Ifaschool vehicle has stopped on a roadway and is operating the alternately flashing red lights
specified in § 22-228 of this article, the driver of any other vehicle meeting or overtaking the school
vehicle shall stop at least 20 feet from the rear of the school vehicle, if approaching the school vehicle
from its rear, or at least 20 feet from the front of the school vehicle, if approaching the school vehicle
from its front.

(b) If a school vehicle has stopped on a roadway and is operating the alternately flashing red lights
specified in § 22-228 of this article, the driver of any other vehicle meeting or overtaking the school
vehicle may not proceed until the school vehicle resumes motion or the alternately flashing red lights
are deactivated.

(c) This section does not apply to the driver of a vehicle on a divided highway, if the school vehicle is

on a different roadway.

(d) A person convicted of a violation of this section is subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000.

§21-706.1. Violation of §21-706

(@) (1) Inthissection the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) “Law enforcement agency” means a law enforcement agency of a local political subdivision
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that is authorized to issue a citation for a violation of the Maryland Vehicle Law or of local traffic laws or
regulations.

(3) (i) “Owner” means the registered owner of a motor vehicle or a lessee of a motor vehicle
under a lease of 6 months or more.

(i) “Owner" does not include:

1. A motor vehicle leasing company; or

2. A holder of a special registration plate issued under Title 13, Subtitle 9, Part Il of this article.

(4) “Recorded image” means images recorded by a school bus monitoring camera:

(i) On:

1. Two or more photographs;

2. Two or more microphotographs;

3. Two or more electronic images;

4. Videotape; or

o

Any other medium; and

(i)  Showing a motor vehicle and, on at least one image or portion of tape, clearly identifying the
registration plate number of the motor vehicle.

(5) “School bus monitoring camera” means a camera placed on a school bus that is designed to
capture a recorded image of a driver of a motor vehicle committing a violation.

(6) “Violation” means a violation of § 21-706 of this subtitle.

(o) (1) (i) Ifaschool busoperator witnesses a violation, the operator may promptly report the
violation to a law enforcement agency exercising jurisdiction where the violation occurred.

(i) The report, to the extent possible, shall include:

1. Information pertaining to the identity of the alleged violator;

2. The license number and color of the vehicle involved in the violation;

3. Thetime and location at which the violation occurred; and

4. An identification of the vehicle as an automobile, station wagon, truck, bus, motorcycle, or
other type of vehicle.
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(2) If the identity of the operator of the vehicle at the time the violation occurred cannot be
established, the law enforcement agency shall issue to the registered owner of the vehicle, a warning
stating:

(i) That a report of a violation was made to the law enforcement agency and that the report
described the owner's vehicle as the vehicle involved in the violation;

(i) That there is insufficient evidence for the issuance of a citation;
(iii) That the warning does not constitute a finding that the owner is guilty of the violation; and
(iv) The requirements of § 21-706 of this subtitle.

(c) (1) A school bus monitoring camera may not be used in a local jurisdiction under this section
unless its use is authorized by the governing body of the local jurisdiction by local law enacted after
reasonable notice and a public hearing.

(2) Ifauthorized by the governing body of the local jurisdiction, a law enforcement agency, in
consultation with the county board of education, may place school bus monitoring cameras on school

buses in the county.

(d) Arecorded image by a school bus monitoring camera under this section indicating that the
driver of a motor vehicle has committed a violation shall include:

(1) Animage of the motor vehicle;

(2) Animage of at least one of the motor vehicle's registration plates;
(3) The time and date of the violation; and

(4) To the extent possible, the location of the violation.

() (1) Unlessthe driver of the motor vehicle received a citation from a police officer at the time of
the violation, the owner or, in accordance with subsection (h)(5) of this section, the driver of a motor
vehicle is subject to a civil penalty if the motor vehicle is recorded by a school bus monitoring camera
during the commission of a violation.

(2) Acivil penalty under this subsection may not exceed $500.

(3) For purposes of this section, the District Court shall prescribe:

(i) A uniform citation form consistent with subsection (f)(1) of this section and § 7-302 of the
Courts Article; and

(ii) A civil penalty, which shall be indicated on the citation, to be paid by persons who choose to
prepay the civil penalty without appearing in District Court.

(f) (1) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (2) through (5) of this subsection, a law enforcement
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agency shall mail to the owner liable under subsection (e) of this section a citation that shall include:
(i) The name and address of the registered owner of the vehicle;
(i) The registration number of the motor vehicle involved in the violation;
(iii)  The violation charged,;
(iv) Tothe extent possible, the location of the violation;
(v) The date and time of the violation;
(vi) A copy of the recorded image;

(vii)  The amount of the civil penalty imposed and the date by which the civil penalty must be
paid;

(viii) A signed statement by a technician employed by the law enforcement agency that, based
on inspection of recorded images, the motor vehicle was being operated during the commission of a
violation;

(ix) A statement that recorded images are evidence of a violation; and
(x) Information advising the person alleged to be liable under this section:

1. Of the manner and time in which liability as alleged in the citation may be contested in the
District Court; and

2. That failure to pay the civil penalty or to contest liability in a timely manner is an admission
of liability and may result in refusal or suspension of the motor vehicle registration.

(2) The law enforcement agency may mail a warning notice in place of a citation to the owner
liable under subsection (e) of this section.

(3) (i) Before mailing a citation to a motor vehicle rental company liable under subsection (e) of
this section, a law enforcement agency shall mail a notice to the motor vehicle rental company stating
that a citation will be mailed to the motor vehicle rental company unless, within 45 days of receiving
the notice, the motor vehicle rental company provides the law enforcement agency with:

1. Astatement made under oath that states the name and last known mailing address of the
individual driving or renting the motor vehicle when the violation occurred;

2. A. Astatement made under oath that states that the motor vehicle rental company is
unable to determine who was driving or renting the vehicle at the time the violation occurred because

the motor vehicle was stolen at the time of the violation; and

B. A copy of the police report associated with the motor vehicle theft claimed under item A of
this item; or
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3. Payment for the penalty associated with the violation.

(i)  Alaw enforcement agency may not mail a citation to a motor vehicle rental company liable
under subsection (e) of this section if the motor vehicle rental company complies with subparagraph (i)
of this paragraph.

(4) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection and subsection (h)(5) of this section, a
citation issued under this section shall be mailed no later than 2 weeks after the alleged violation.

(5) A person who receives a citation under paragraph (1) of this subsection may:
(i) Pay the civil penalty, in accordance with instructions on the citation, directly to the county; or
(i) Elect to stand trial for the alleged violation.

(g) (1) Acertificate alleging that a violation occurred, sworn to or affirmed by a duly authorized
agent of a law enforcement agency, based on inspection of recorded images produced by a school bus
monitoring camera shall be evidence of the facts contained in the certificate and shall be admissible in
any proceeding concerning the alleged violation.

(2) Adjudication of liability shall be based on a preponderance of evidence.

(h) (1) The District Court may consider in defense of a violation:

(i) Subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection, that the motor vehicle or registration plates of the
motor vehicle were stolen before the violation occurred and were not under the control or possession of
the owner at the time of the violation;

(i) Subject to paragraph (3) of this subsection, evidence that the person named in the citation
was not operating the vehicle at the time of the violation; and

(iii)  Any other issues and evidence that the District Court deems pertinent.

(2) In order to demonstrate that the motor vehicle or the registration plates were stolen before
the violation occurred and were not under the control or possession of the owner at the time of the
violation, the owner must submit proof that a police report about the stolen motor vehicle or
registration plates was filed in a timely manner.

(3) To satisfy the evidentiary burden under paragraph (1)(ii) of this subsection, the person named
in the citation shall provide to the District Court evidence to the satisfaction of the District Court of who
was operating the vehicle at the time of the violation, including, at a minimum, the operator's name
and current address.

(4) (i) The provisions of this paragraph apply only to a citation that involves a Class E (truck)

vehicle with a registered gross weight of 26,001 pounds or more, Class F (tractor) vehicle, Class G (trailer)
vehicle operated in combination with a Class F (tractor) vehicle, or Class P (passenger bus) vehicle.
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(i) To satisfy the evidentiary burden under paragraph (1)(ii) of this subsection, the person named
in a citation described under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph may provide to the District Court a
letter, sworn to or affirmed by the person and mailed by certified mail, return receipt requested, that:

1. States that the person named in the citation was not operating the vehicle at the time of
the violation; and

2. Provides the name, address, and driver's license identification number of the person who
was operating the vehicle at the time of the violation.

(5) (i) Ifthe District Court finds that the person named in the citation was not operating the
vehicle at the time of the violation or receives evidence under paragraph (4)(ii)2 of this subsection
identifying the person driving the vehicle at the time of the violation, the clerk of the court shall provide
to the law enforcement agency issuing the citation a copy of any evidence substantiating who was
operating the vehicle at the time of the violation.

(i)  On the receipt of substantiating evidence from the District Court under subparagraph (i) of
this paragraph, the law enforcement agency may issue a citation as provided in subsection (f) of this

section to the person that the evidence indicates was operating the vehicle at the time of the violation.

(iii) A citation issued under subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph shall be mailed no later than 2
weeks after receipt of the evidence from the District Court.

(i) If the civil penalty is not paid and the violation is not contested, the Administration may refuse to
register or reregister or may suspend the registration of the motor vehicle.

(j) Aviolation for which a civil penalty is imposed under this section:

(1) Is not a moving violation for the purpose of assessing points under § 16-402 of this article and
may not be recorded by the Administration on the driving record of the owner or driver of the vehicle;

(2) May be treated as a parking violation for purposes of § 26-305 of this article; and
(3) May not be considered in the provision of motor vehicle insurance coverage.
(k) In consultation with law enforcement agencies, the Chief Judge of the District Court shall adopt

procedures for the issuance of citations, trials for violations, and the collection of civil penalties imposed
under this section.

§21-803. Alteration of speed limit in school zone

(@) (1) Except as provided in paragraphs (3) through (5) of this subsection, if, on the basis of an
engineering and traffic investigation, a local authority determines that any maximum speed limit
specified in this subtitle is greater or less than reasonable or safe under existing conditions on any part
of a highway in its jurisdiction, it may establish a reasonable and safe maximum speed limit for that
part of the highway, which may:
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(i) Decrease the limit at an intersection;

(i) Increase the limit in an urban district to not more than 50 miles per hour;

(iii) Decrease the limit in an urban district; or

(iv) Decrease the limit outside an urban district to not less than 25 miles per hour.

(2) Anengineering and traffic investigation is not required to conform a posted maximum speed
limit in effect on December 31,1974, to a different limit specified in § 21-801.1(b) of this subtitle.

(3) Calvert County may decrease the maximum speed limit to not less than 15 miles per hour on
Lore Road and, except for Solomons Island Road, each highway south of Lore Road without performing
an engineering and traffic investigation, regardless of whether the highway is inside an urban district.

(4) (i) This paragraph applies only to:

1. Montgomery County; and

2. Municipalities located in Montgomery County.

(i) Alocal authority may decrease the maximum speed limit to not less than 15 miles per hour
on a highway only after performing an engineering and traffic investigation.

(iii) A local authority may not implement a new speed monitoring system to enforce speed
limits on any portion of a highway for which the speed limit has been decreased under this paragraph.

(5) Baltimore City may, without performing an engineering and traffic investigation:
(i) Decrease the maximum speed limit on a highway under its jurisdiction; or

(i) Increase to a previously established level the maximum speed limit on a highway under its
jurisdiction.

(b) Inschool zones designated and posted by the local authorities of any county:

(1) The county may decrease the maximum speed limit to 15 miles per hour during school hours,
provided the county pays the cost of placing and maintaining the necessary signs; and

(2)  Any municipality within each county may decrease the maximum speed limit in a school zone
within the municipality to 15 miles per hour during school hours, provided the municipality pays the

cost of placing and maintaining the necessary signs.

(c) An altered maximum speed limit established under this section is effective when posted on
appropriate signs giving notice of the limit.

(d) Exceptin Baltimore City, any alteration by a local authority of a maximum speed limit on a part
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or extension of a State highway is not effective until it is approved by the State Highway Administration.
() (1) Ifalocal authority determines that any maximum speed limit specified in this subtitle is
greater than reasonable or safe in an alley in its jurisdiction, the local authority may establish a

reasonable and safe maximum speed limit for the alley.

(2) The local authority shall post a speed limit established under this subsection on appropriate
signs giving notice of the speed limit.

§21-803.1. School Zones

(@) (1) Subjectto subsection (f) of this section, within a half-mile radius of any school, the State
Highway Administration or a local authority:

(i) May establish a school zone and maximum speed limits applicable in the school zone; and

(i) Subject to subsection (d) of this section, may provide that fines are to be doubled for
speeding violations within the school zone.

(2) (i) The State Highway Administration may establish a school zone under paragraph (1) of this
subsection on any State highway or, at the request of a local authority, on any highway under the

jurisdiction of the local authority.

(i)  Alocal authority may establish a school zone under paragraph (1) of this subsection on any
highway under its jurisdiction.

(iii) In Prince George's County, a municipal corporation may establish a school zone under
paragraph (1) of this subsection on any highway that:

1. Is not under State jurisdiction; and
2. lIslocated within the corporate limits of the municipal corporation.

(b) (1) On each highway where a school zone is established under this section, in accordance with
specifications of the State Highway Administration, the State Highway Administration or local authority:

(i) Shall place signs designating the school zone; and
(i) May place other traffic control devices, including timed flashing warning lights.

(2) The signs designating a school zone shall indicate the maximum speed limit applicable in the
school zone.

(3) The local authority shall pay the State Highway Administration the cost of placing and

maintaining signs and other traffic control devices on highways under the jurisdiction of the local
authority when the State Highway Administration establishes the school zone at the local authority's
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request.

(4) In Prince George's County, a municipal corporation shall be responsible for the cost of placing
and maintaining signs and other traffic control devices for a school zone that the municipal corporation
establishes on a highway within its corporate limits.

() A maximum speed limit in a school zone established under this section is in effect when posted
on appropriate signs giving notice of the limit.

(d) The fines for speeding in a school zone are double the amount that would otherwise apply if, in
accordance with specifications adopted by the State Highway Administration:

(1) (i) Asign designating a school zone under this section is equipped with timed flashing
warning lights and indicates that fines for speeding are doubled when the lights are activated; and

(i)  The lights are activated at the time the violation occurs; or

(2) Asign designating a school zone under this section indicates that fines for speeding are
doubled during school hours.

(e) A person may not drive a motor vehicle at a speed exceeding the posted speed limit within a
school zone established in accordance with subsection (d) of this section.

(f) Inany school zone where a school crossing guard is posted to assist students in crossing a
highway, the maximum speed limit may not exceed 35 miles per hour in the school zone during the
hours posted on signs designating the school zone.

(9) A person convicted of a violation of subsection (e) of this section is subject to a fine not
exceeding $1,000.

§21-803.2. Establishment of speed limits on school
property

Each county board of education, the Board of School Commissioners of Baltimore City, the board of
trustees for each community college, the board of regents for Morgan State University, the board of
trustees for St. Mary's College, and the board of regents of the University System of Maryland may
establish appropriate speed limits for safe travel on property under their jurisdiction. Such speed limits
shall be posted on appropriate signs on the property, and a person may not drive a vehicle on such
property at a speed that exceeds these limits.
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§21-806. Speed restrictions on elevated structures
(speed limit)

(@) Onrequest of any local authority, the State Highway Administration shall investigate and, on its
own initiative, it may investigate any bridge or other elevated structure that is a part of a highway.

(b) If it determines that the structure cannot safely withstand the weight of vehicles traveling at the
maximum speed limit otherwise permitted by this subtitle, the State Highway Administration shall:

(1) Establish the maximum speed limit that the structure can safely withstand; and

(2) Ateach approach to the structure, place or permit the placement of a suitable sign stating the
maximum speed limit.

(c) A maximum speed limit established under this section is effective when posted on appropriate
signs giving notice of the limit.

§21-1003. Stopping, standing, and parking

(@) The provisions of this section apply except as necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in
compliance with law or the directions of a police officer or traffic control device.

(b) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle in front of a public driveway.

(c) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle on a sidewalk.

(d) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle in an intersection.

(e) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle on a crosswalk.

(f) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or
within 30 feet of points on the curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless the State

Highway Administration or local authority indicates a different length by signs or markings.

(g) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle alongside or opposite any highway excavation or
obstruction if to do so would obstruct traffic.

(h) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle on any bridge or other elevated structure on a
highway.

(i) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle in a highway tunnel.

() A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle at any place where stopping is prohibited by an
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official sign.

(k) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle on any entrance or exit ramp of any highway with
two or more lanes for traffic moving in the same direction.

() A person may not stand or park a vehicle in front of a private driveway without the consent of the
owner or occupant of the premises.

(m) A person may not stand or park a vehicle within 15 feet of a fire hydrant.
(n) (1) Thissubsection does not apply in Baltimore City.
(2) A person may not stand or park a vehicle within 20 feet of a crosswalk at an intersection.

(o) A person may not stand or park a vehicle within 30 feet on the approach to any flashing signal,
stop sign, yield sign, or traffic control signal located at the side of a roadway.

(p) A person may not stand or park a vehicle within 20 feet of the driveway entrance to any fire
station or on the side of a highway opposite the entrance to any fire station within 75 feet of the

entrance, if properly signposted.

(@) A person may not stand or park a vehicle at any place where standing is prohibited by an official
sign.

() A person may not stand or park a vehicle on the roadway side of any other vehicle that is stopped
or parked at the edge or curb of a highway.

(s) A person may not stand or park a vehicle on a curve or hill where solid lines on the surface of the
roadway indicate a zone in which passing is prohibited.

(t) A person may not park a vehicle within 50 feet of the nearest rail in a railroad grade crossing.

(u) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle unless for the use of an individual with a
disability, in a space or zone marked as restricted for the use of individuals with disabilities.

(V) A person may not park a vehicle on any property owned by the Board of Education of
Montgomery County or Montgomery College where parking is prohibited by an official sign.

(w) A person may not park a vehicle on any property owned by the Board of Education of Baltimore
County or the community colleges of Baltimore County where parking is prohibited by an official sign.

(x) A person may not park a vehicle on any property owned by the Board of Education of Wicomico
County or the community colleges of Wicomico County where parking is prohibited by an official sign.

(y) A person may not park a vehicle on any property owned by the Board of Education of Prince
George's County where parking is prohibited by an official sign.

(z) A person may not park a vehicle on any property owned by the Board of Education of Calvert

Maryland State Department of Education | 54



Maryland School Transportation Related Laws 2024

County, Charles County, or St. Mary’'s County or the community colleges of Calvert County, Charles
County, or St. Mary's County where parking is prohibited by an official sign.

(@a) A person may not park a vehicle at any other place where parking is prohibited by an official
sign.

(bb) A person may not move a vehicle that he does not lawfully control into any prohibited area.

(cc) A person may not move a vehicle that the person does not lawfully control away from a curb for
an unlawful distance.

(dd) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle in front of a curb ramp designed for the use of
individuals with disabilities.

(ee) A person may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle in front of or on a passenger loading zone
designed or marked for the use of individuals with disabilities.

(ff) (1) A person convicted of a violation of subsection (j) of this section while operating a
commercial motor vehicle in Anne Arundel County is subject to:

(i) For afirst offense, a fine of $100;
(ii) For asecond offense, a fine of $250; and
(ili)  For a third or subsequent offense, a fine of $500.

(2) A person convicted of a violation of subsection (u) or (dd) of this section is subject to a fine of
$25.

§21-1118. School bus regulations

(@) The driver of a school bus:
(1) Isresponsible for its operation; and

(2) May not drive it into any roadway without first stopping and determining that there is no
danger from any other vehicle.

(b) The person responsible for any pupils on a school bus is:
(1) The teacher on the bus; or
(2) Ifateacheris not present, the driver.

(c) A person responsible for pupils on a school bus may not permit the number of standing pupils to
exceed one pupil for each part of the aisle that is bounded on both sides by forward facing seats.
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(d) A person responsible for pupils on a school bus may not permit any pupil to stand if the school
bus is equipped only with lengthwise or a combination of lengthwise and forward facing seats.

(e) A person responsible for pupils on a school bus may not permit any pupil to stand in front of the
stanchion and guardrail.

(f) A person responsible for pupils on a school bus may not permit any pupil to operate the front
door opening mechanism, except in an emergency.

(g) A person responsible for pupils on a school bus may not require any pupil to sit on the floor.

(n) Except for the driver and any fuel station attendant, a person may not occupy a school bus while
it is being supplied with fuel.

(i) Either the driver or an adult aide assigned to each school vehicle that is used to transport

handicapped children shall be certified as having successfully completed a first aid-safety course
approved by the Department of Education.

§21-1124.1. Text messaging prohibited

(@) (1) Inthissection the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) “9-1-1system” has the meaning stated in § 1-301 of the Public Safety Article.

(3) “Text messaging device” means a handheld device used to send a text message or an
electronic message via a short message service, wireless telephone service, or electronic
communication network.

(b) Subject to subsection (c) of this section, an individual may not use a text messaging device to
write, send, or read a text message or an electronic message while operating a motor vehicle in the
travel portion of the roadway.

(c) This section does not apply to the use of:

(1) A global positioning system; or

(2) Atext messaging device to contact a 9-1-1 system.

(d) (1) Ifthe Administration receives satisfactory evidence that an individual who is under the age
of 18 years has violated this section, the Administration:

(i) May suspend the individual's driver's license for not more than 90 days; and

(i) May issue a restricted license for the period of suspension that is limited to driving a motor
vehicle:
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1. Inthe course of the individual's employment;
2. For the purpose of driving to or from a place of employment; or
3. Forthe purpose of driving to or from school.

(2) Anindividual may request a hearing as provided for a suspension or revocation under Title 12,
Subtitle 2 of this article.

§21-1124.2. Communications Traffic Safety act

(@) (1) Inthissection the following words have the meanings indicated.
(2) “Handheld telephone” means a handheld device used to access wireless telephone service.
(3) “9-1-1system” has the meaning stated in § 1-301 of the Public Safety Article.
(b) This section does not apply to:
(1) Emergency use of a handheld telephone, including calls to:
(i) A9-1-1system;
(i) A hospital;
(iii)  An ambulance service provider;
(iv)  Afire department;
(v) Alaw enforcement agency; or
(vi) Afirst aid squad,

(2) Use of a handheld telephone by the following individuals when acting within the scope of
official duty:

(i) Law enforcement personnel; and
(i) Emergency personnel;

(3) Use of a handheld telephone as a text messaging device as defined in § 21-1124.1 of this subtitle;
and

(4) Use of a handheld telephone as a commmunication device utilizing push-to-talk technology by
an individual operating a commmercial motor vehicle, as defined in 49 C.F.R. Part 390.5 of the Federal
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Motor Carrier Safety Regulations.
(c) The following individuals may not use a handheld telephone while operating a motor vehicle:
(1) Adriver of a Class H (school) vehicle that is carrying passengers and in motion; and

(2) A holder of a learner’s instructional permit or a provisional driver's license who is 18 years of age
or older.

(d) (1) Thissubsection does not apply to an individual specified in subsection (c) of this section.
(2) Adriver of a motor vehicle that is in motion may not use the driver's hands to use a handheld
telephone other than to initiate or terminate a wireless telephone call or to turn on or turn off the
handheld telephone.
() (1) A person convicted of a violation of this section is subject to the following penalties:
(i) For afirst offense, a fine of not more than $75;
(i) For a second offense, a fine of not more than $125; and

(iii) For a third or subsequent offense, a fine of not more than $175.

(2) Points may not be assessed against the individual under § 16-402 of this article unless the
offense contributes to an accident.

(f) The court may waive a penalty under subsection (e) of this section for a person who:
(1) Is convicted of a first offense under this section; and
(2) Provides proof that the person has acquired a hands—free accessory, an attachment or add-on,

a built-in feature, or an addition for the person’s handheld telephone that will allow the person to
operate a motor vehicle in accordance with this section.

§22-104. Unlawful to remove safety equipment

A person may not willfully or intentionally remove or alter any safety device or equipment that has
been placed on any motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer in compliance with any law, rule,
regulation, or requirement of any officer or agency of the United States or of this State, if it is intended
that the vehicle be operated on highways in this State, unless the removal or alteration is permitted by
rule or regulation adopted by the Administrator.
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§22-228. Special equipment on school buses/types of
stops

(@ (M (i) The Administrator may adopt regulations for lighting equipment, special warning
devices, markings, and identification to be used by school vehicles.

(i) Regulations adopted under this paragraph shall be consistent with the provisions of the
Maryland Vehicle Law.

(2) (i) Aschool vehicle registered in the State shall be equipped with an 8-light system of
alternately flashing lights.

(i) The 8-light safety system of alternately flashing lights shall meet the standards contained in
the SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) Standard J887 (May 1982), and shall consist of 2 amber lights
and 2 red lights at the rear of the vehicle, and 2 amber lights and 2 red lights at the front of the vehicle.

(3) A school vehicle may be equipped with a white flashing light installed on the roof of the
vehicle.

(4) School vehicles shall be marked and identified as provided in, and school vehicle lighting
equipment and special warning devices shall conform with, the regulations adopted by the
Administrator.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, a person may not operate any alternately
flashing light on any school vehicle except when the school vehicle is stopping or stopped on a roadway
for the purpose of receiving or discharging passengers.

(c) Astoanyschool vehicle, whenever the vehicle is not being operated on a highway for the
transportation of children, students, or teachers for educational purposes or in connection with a school
activity:

(1) The alternately flashing lights shall be deactivated; and

(2) The words “school bus” at the front and rear of the vehicle shall be covered or otherwise
concealed.

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this section, every school vehicle driver shall put in operation
alternately flashing amber lights not less than 100 feet before bringing the vehicle to a full stop for the
purpose of receiving or discharging passengers, and place into operation the alternately flashing red
lights upon stopping.

() (1) Thissubsection applies only to a school vehicle being driven on the same roadway as
another school vehicle in the act of loading or unloading passengers.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, every school vehicle driver shall put in operation
the alternately flashing lights when approaching from the rear or the front, within 100 feet of another
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school vehicle in the act of loading or unloading passengers on the roadway.
(f) (1) Inthissubsection, “loading zone” means an area:
(i) Thatis:

1. On a highway, but not on the roadway, for use in receiving or discharging passengers
residing on the same side of the highway as the loading zone; or

2. Not on a highway; and

(i)  Whose location has been designated and approved by either the superintendent of schools
in the local school system in which the loading zone is located, the Department of State Police, or the
local police department, in cooperation with the State Highway Administration or local traffic
engineering agency, as applicable.

(2) Itisthe policy of this State to encourage the establishment and use of loading zones for school
vehicles.

(3) Where a loading zone is available, a school vehicle driver, unless otherwise required for safety,
may not stop on the roadway for the purpose of receiving or discharging passengers, but shall use the

loading zone for this purpose.

(g) Except as provided in subsection (f) of this section, a driver of a school vehicle shall stop on the
roadway to:

(1) Receive passengers when transporting them to school; or

(2) Discharge passengers when transporting them from school.

§22-402. Maximum Period of Idling

(@) Every motor vehicle with an internal combustion engine shall be equipped with an exhaust
muffler system in good working order and in constant operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise,
and no person may use a muffler cutout, bypass, or similar device on a motor vehicle on a highway.
Noise levels in excess of those adopted by the Administrator under § 22-601 of this title are excessive.

(b) A person may not use on the exhaust or “tail pipe” of a motor vehicle any extension or other
device to cause excessive or unusual noise.

(c) (1) No motor vehicle may be operated, nor may the owner or lessee of a motor vehicle permit it
to be operated, on any highway in this State unless the engine power and exhaust mechanism is

equipped, adjusted, and operated to prevent:

(i) The discharge of clearly visible smoke (comparable to smoke equal to or darker in shade than
that designated as No. 1 of the Ringelmann Chart as published by the U.S. Bureau of Mines) in the
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exhaust emissions within the proximity of the exhaust outlet for more than 10 consecutive seconds; and

(i) The discharge of smoke from any other part of the engine in such amounts and of such
opacity as to partially obscure persons or objects from view.

(2) Inthissubsection, “smoke” means small gasborne and airborne particles, exclusive of water
vapor, from a process of combustion in sufficient numbers to be observable.

(3) A motor vehicle engine may not be allowed to operate for more than 5 consecutive minutes
when the vehicle is not in motion, except as follows:

(i) When a vehicle is forced to remain motionless because of traffic conditions or mechanical
difficulties over which the operator has no control;

(i)  When it is necessary to operate heating and cooling or auxiliary equipment installed on the
vehicle;

(iii) To bring the vehicle to the manufacturer's recommmended operating temperature; or
(iv) When it is necessary to accomplish the intended use of the vehicle.
(4) For a period of 1year from July 1,1971, this subsection shall be enforced by issuance of a
warning. One year from July 1,1971, it shall be enforced in the same manner as other violations of this
section.

(5) This subsection does not apply to Class L (historic) vehicles.

(d) Inthis section, “muffler” means a device designed for and effective in reducing noise while
permitting the flow of gases.

(e) All mufflers and exhaust pipes carrying exhaust gases from the motor shall be of leakproof
construction.

§22-412. Seat belts required

(@) Every motor vehicle registered in this State and manufactured or assembled after June 1,1964,
shall be equipped with two sets of seat belts on the front seat of the vehicle.

(b) Every motor vehicle registered in this State and manufactured or assembled with a rear seat
after June 1, 1969, shall be equipped with two sets of seat belts on the rear seat of the vehicle.

(c) A person may not sell or offer for sale any vehicle in violation of this section.
(d) For the purpose of this section only, “motor vehicle” does not include any motorcycle other than

an autocycle, bus, or truck.
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(e) Forthe purpose of this section only, “seat belt” means any belt, strap, harness, or like device.

(f) A seat belt may not be sold or offered for sale for use in connection with the operation of a motor
vehicle in this State after June 1,1964, unless it meets applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards.

§22-412.1. Seat belts for nursery schools - Type | Bus
exempted

Every motor vehicle that is used by nursery schools, camps, day nurseries, or child care centers for
children with an intellectual disability to transport children shall be equipped with seat belts for each
seat and shall be subject to any other regulations adopted by the Administration, unless the motor
vehicle:

(1) IsaType | school vehicle; or

(2) Was formerly registered as a Type | school vehicle.

§22-417. Seat back crash pads in school buses

Effective September 1, 1973, all school buses operating in Maryland and used for the transportation of
children to and from public or nonpublic schools shall be equipped with seat back crash pads meeting
the rules, regulations, and specifications established by the Administration.

§22-418. Color of school vehicles

(@) School vehicles shall be painted yellow, in accordance with Administration regulations, using the
color known as national school bus yellow, as specified in federal standards.

(b)  Unless otherwise permitted or authorized by the Maryland Vehicle Law or by Administration
regulation, no other vehicle designed for carrying passengers may be painted national school bus

yellow or a closely approximate color.

(c) The Administrator may issue regulations for a phase-in of compliance with this section.

§25-110. Regulations relative to school vehicles

(@) (1) With the advice of the State Department of Education, the Motor Vehicle Administration
shall adopt and enforce rules and regulations not inconsistent with the Maryland Vehicle Law to govern
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the safe operation of all school vehicles.
(2) The following shall be subject to the rules and regulations adopted under this section:
(i) Everyschool or school district and its officers and employees;
(i) Every person employed under contract by a school or school district; and

(iii) Every person that owns or operates a school vehicle.

(b) (1) Any officer or employee of any school or school district who violates any rule or regulation

adopted under this section or fails to include the obligation to comply with these rules and regulations

in any contract executed by him on behalf of a school or school district is guilty of misconduct and

subject to removal from office or employment.

(2) (i) A person that owns or operates a school vehicle may not violate any rule or regulation

adopted under this section.

(i)  Avehicle involved in a violation under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph is subject to
suspension or revocation of its registration.
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