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Who we are

The essential, indispensable member of any team 
addressing education policy.



We believe in the power of learning from experience
and we know informed policymakers create better 

education policy.

What we do



How we do it



Data & Current 
Context

Research

State Policies

Roadmap



What is the issue?

§U.S. Office for Civil 
Rights Data

§Discipline Disparities
w Race
w Gender
w Disability Status

§Referrals to Law 
Enforcement



Diving into the Data



§ Academic 
Performance

§ Grade Retention
§ Drop-Out
§ Criminal Justice 

Involvement 
§ Economic 

Impacts

Research: Exclusionary Discipline

Council of State Governments Justice Center, “Breaking Schools’ 
Rules” 2011



Research: Exclusionary Discipline

Balfanz, Robert; Byrnes, Vaughan; and Fox, Joanna (2014) “Sent Home and Put Off-Track: The 
Antecedents, Disproportionalities and Consequences of Being Suspended in the Ninth Grade,”



Research: Alternative Strategies

Well-implemented alternative strategies, 
including PBIS, restorative and trauma-

informed practices may:

Academic 
Engagement

Student 
Behavior

School 
Climate

Exclusionary 
Discipline



Research Note: Implementation

Key 
Factors 

for 
Success

Training

Support

Funding

Buy-In

Fidelity

Time



What is currently in state law?



State Policy Shifts Over Time



What have states enacted recently?



§Grade level limitations
w Virginia SB 170
w D.C. B22-0594

§Violation type limitations
w Colorado HB 1156

§Reporting requirements
w Delaware SB 85-1 
w Utah SB 198

State Policies 2018: Suspension & Expulsion



§Encourage Use of 
Alternatives
w Georgia HB 740 
w D.C. B22-0594

§Training & Professional 
Development 
w Ohio HB 318

§Study Committees
w Indiana HB 1421

State Policies 2018: Alternative Strategies



§ Education Commission of the States
w The Status of School Discipline in State Policy
w 50-State Comparison 
w Policy Snapshot: Suspension & Expulsion
w Policy Snapshot: Alternative School Discipline 

Strategies
§National Clearinghouse on Supportive 

School Discipline
§Council of State Governments Justice 

Center
§UCLA Civil Rights Project

Resources



Questions? 

Contact Us!

Alyssa Rafa, 
Policy Analyst

arafa@ecs.org
303.299.3691

www.ecs.org




