














Social Studies Assessment 

February 23, 2016 
 
Dr. Henry Johnson, Interim Deputy State Superintendent 
Heather Lageman, Director of Curriculum 

Attachment – Tab F  



Maryland Law 7-203 (2012)  
 3. Beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, the following 

assessments shall be implemented and administered annually:  
 

  (iii) 3. A. At the middle school level, a statewide, comprehensive, grade 
band assessment program that measures the learning gains of each 
public school student towards achieving mastery of the standards set 
forth in the common core curricula or the State’s adopted curricula for 
the core content areas of reading, language, mathematics, science, 
and social studies; and 
 

 (i) After the 2014-2015 school year, the State Board shall determine 
whether the assessments at the middle and high school levels required 
under paragraph (2) (iii) 3 of this subsection adequately measure the 
skills and knowledge set forth in the State’s adopted curricula for the 
core content areas of reading, language, mathematics, science, 
and social studies.  



 Released items available to the public = 45 
 

 Released items that have a social studies topic 
as the focal point of the reading stimulus = 5% 
 “History of the Cylinder Phonograph” 
 “Klondike Gold Rush” 
 

 Released items that explicitly measure social 
studies “skills and knowledge” = 0% 
 

Items  from:  
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items 

and 
http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/english/ 
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https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/english/


Grade 8: “History of the Cylinder Phonograph”  

The reading is about Thomas Edison 
and the invention of the phonograph.  



The questions DO NOT 
measure social studies 

skills or content 
knowledge; the 

questions measure 
reading comprehension.  

Grade 8: “History of the Cylinder Phonograph”  



The reading is about the 
Klondike Gold Rush.  

Grade 7: “Klondike Gold Rush” 



Grade 7: “Klondike Gold Rush” 

The questions DO NOT 
measure social studies 

skills or content 
knowledge; the 

questions measure 
reading comprehension.  



 Reading excerpts do not require any prior 
knowledge of social studies content and thus 
PARCC does not measure social studies 
knowledge. 
 

 Content does not measure the Maryland Social 
Studies curriculum for grades 6-8. 
 

 PARCC does measure disciplinary literacy in 
history/social studies. 
 

 PARCC does not measure social studies 
knowledge. 
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 Social Studies is an essential tool for the preparation 
of students to be successful on the PARCC ELA 
assessment because good social studies instruction 
should include:  
 Comparing multiple sources 
 Close reading to identify the author’s argument and the 

employment of evidence to support the central thesis  
 Writing effective arguments supported by evidence  

 
But  

 
Social Studies skills and content demand items specific to 
the content learned and skills employed within a Maryland 
social studies classroom.  PARCC does not meet this 
threshold.  
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(ii) If the State Board makes a determination 
under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph 
that an assessment does not adequately 
measure skills and knowledge set forth in 
the State’s adopted curricula for a core 
content area, the Department shall develop 
a State-specific assessment in that core 
content area to be implemented in the 2016-
2017 school year.  
 

PARCC & Middle School Social Studies  



Action 
 To request the State Board’s permission 

to draft a letter from either the State 
Superintendent or the State Board to the 
General Assembly about Md. Ed. Art. §7-
203(b)(3)(i) regarding the next steps for 
this assessment statute. 
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