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TO: Members of the State Board of Education
FROM: Karen B. Salmon, Ph.D.
DATE: May 23, 2017

SUBJECT: Recognition of Maryland’s 2017-2018 Teachers of the Year

PURPOSE:

To recognize Maryland’s newly named 2017-2018 local Teachers of the Year who will represent
their school systems in the state and national Teacher of the Year competitions.

BACKGROUND OF THE PROGRAM, SPONSORS, AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY':

Maryland has fully participated in the National Teacher of the Year Program for twenty-seven
years. The National Program is sponsored by the Council of Chief State School Officers. The
Maryland program is sponsored by the Maryland State Department of Education with its
presenting partners, Comcast, the Maryland Automobile Dealers Association, McDonalds
Family of Greater Baltimore, and Northrop Grumman along with platinum sponsors: BGE,
Lockheed Martin, NTA Life and Whiting Turning Contracting.

We are proud that in the last decade, Maryland has had three National Teachers of the Year and
an additional two who were one of four national finalists, an achievement which tops the record
of teacher selection across the United States.

The objective of both national and state programs is to draw public attention to the teaching
profession and the contributions of our outstanding teachers. The Maryland Teacher of the Year
represents the thousands of teachers in the public schools of our State and when selected for the
State Award, he or she enters the National Teacher of the Year competition. National Teachers
are accorded celebrity status and spend one year out of the classroom, traveling across the
country bringing an education message to thousands of people.

Maryland’s Teacher of the Year, while not fully removed from the classroom, generally has a
partner teacher assigned by the local school system. Our Maryland Teacher has numerous
speaking engagements and professional development programs at state conferences, college
graduations, ceremonies, and other events. He or she is also invited to be part of prestigious
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panels and education committees. Our Teacher also is part of the National Teacher of the Year
Program, attend 4-5 national meetings, conference, and National Space Camp and is recognized
by the President at a White House Ceremony. Each year, all 24 local Maryland Teachers of the
Year are honored at a 1200 person Gala. The teachers are also honored by the Maryland General
Assembly, Maryland’s Congressional Delegation, the Baltimore Orioles, the Ravens, the
Maryland Terps and others.

State Board Ceremony

Approximately 100 guests of the teachers are expected to attend the Board Ceremony, including
parents, children, and other family members, local superintendents, principals, and business
partners.

ACTION:
The State Superintendent and State Board President will present each Teacher of the Year with a
State Board of Education Citation. An inscribed portfolio will also be presented and

commemorative pictures will be taken.

An Honors Luncheon Immediately Follows the State Board Honors Ceremony.
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Allegany County — Dr. Matthew Ravenscroft, Mountain Ridge High
School, Social Studies, Grades 9 — 12

Matthew Ravenscroft is a thirteen-year veteran social studies teacher who began teaching
at Westmar High. He is currently at Mountain Ridge High, where he teaches AP Government,
government, and Historical Research Methods. Matt is the Government Bridge coordinator
and has served as student council adviser and as mentor teacher. Matthew earned a
Doctorate of Education from Frostburg State University, and has a Master’s Degree and
Bachelor’s degree from West Virginia University. He volunteers in his church and in his
daughter’s school. Matt was also honored in 2012 when he was named the Maryland State
VFW Teacher of the Year.

Anne Arundel County — Joshua Carroll, South River High School,
STEM, Grade 10

Joshua Carroll is committed to student success inside of the classroom and in life. A 1999
graduate of Boston College, Josh has a BA in English. Currently a teacher in the STEM
department, Josh teaches project-based learning while serving as the interim department
chairperson. He believes that student success is created through meaningful relationships.
Josh is a member of the Principal’s Leadership Team and chairperson for the Student
Recognition Committee. In addition, he is the head cross country coach and assistant coach
for track and field. Josh serves on the Maryland Public Secondary Schools Athletic
Association (MPSSAA) cross country, indoor track and student leadership committees.

Baltimore City — Justin Holbrook, Roland Park Elementary/Middle
School, Mathematics & Science, Grade 4

Justin Holbrook is a 4" grade math and science teacher inspired to enhance professional
learning through teacher story-telling and classroom experiences. He holds a Master’s
Degree from Loyola University Maryland (2017) and a Bachelor’s Degree from Goucher
College (2010). Justin is the chair of his community’s School Family Council and a member of
the School Leadership Team. He is also a Maryland EGATE Outstanding Educator in Gifted
and Talented Education - Teacher as a Leader, as well as a member of the EdCamp Maryland
organizing committee, founder of the professional learning network #BmoreEdchat, and

part of a national instructional documentary entitled Grey Matters.
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Baltimore County — Rebecca Eig, Owings Mills Elementary School,
Grade 2

Rebecca Eig’s classroom learning environment promotes fun, growth, and a sense of family.
Eig was inspired by her first grade teacher to pursue teaching and implements the same
welcoming atmosphere in her classroom. Her students know they are important. She tells
them every day. In her seventh year of teaching, all at Owings Mills Elementary, she has
served as a professional development mentor, presented workshops for new teachers, and
taken an active role in the community. Eig has a Bachelor’s degree in early childhood
education from Towson University (2010) and a Master’s in instructional technology from
Towson University (2016).

Calvert County — Kelly M. Raby, Windy Hill Elementary School,
ESOL, Grades K- 5

Kelly Raby is committed to educating students, colleagues, families, and the community
through establishing strong connections. She holds an M.S. in Curriculum and Instruction,
McDaniel College (2007), a B.S. in Elementary Education (1996), and an A.S. in Early
Childhood Education, University of Great Falls, MT. Kelly also has a PreK-12 ESOL
endorsement. She has been an educator in several states, as well as in Japan and Portugal,
which has molded her beliefs in equity, celebrating diversity, and developing partnerships.
She is active on the Equity, Wellness, Relay for Life, and Girls Gotta Run teams at WHES.
Kelly firmly believes that success in education is about building relationships.

Caroline County - Jennifer L. Gunter, Greensboro Elementary
School, Grade 5

Jennifer Gunter is driven to help students overcome barriers that impact their learning. She
has a Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from McDaniel College (2005) and a
Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from Wesley College (1997). She has taught in
various classroom settings including co-teaching in a special education inclusion classroom
as well as co-teaching with an English Language Learning teacher. Ms. Gunter has served on
various school improvement teams and served as a team leader, a STEM coach and a
cooperating teacher for future educators.
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Carroll County — Dr. Thomas McHugh, Century High School,
English, Grades 9 — 12

Dr. Thomas McHugh is an English Content Area Liaison/Teacher recognized as a passionate,
student-centered educator continually seeking to improve learning and school culture. He
earned B.A. degrees in Education and English from the University of Maryland, a M.A. in
English from the University of Montana, and a Ph.D. in Education from the University of
Maryland. Dr. McHugh is an expert in curriculum design and construction, presenting at
state and national levels on topics including Advanced Placement and College and Career
Readiness. He is an AP Scorer and a member of the PARCC Range Finding Team. He is a
National Board Certified Teacher and UMBC Outstanding Teacher of the Humanities.

Cecil County — Travon D. Morgan, Perryville Middle School,
English Language Arts, Grade 6

Travon D. Morgan is a native of Baltimore City and its Public School System, and a Cecil
County resident since 2007, when he began teaching at Perryville Middle School. He is a
graduate of Frostburg State University where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
English Literature with a minor in Art History, and a Master of Arts in Teaching (2007). He
has dedicated himself to becoming a life-long educator and learner, and he strives to instill a
similar desire in all of the students with whom he works. As an educational leader and
advocate, Travon volunteers over 800 hours annually, helping families with life skills that are
both practical and beneficial in their daily lives.

Charles County — Denise Childers, La Plata High School, English,
Grades 9 - 12

Denise Childers is a 24-year teaching veteran of Charles County Public Schools. She holds
two Bachelor’s Degrees from the University of Maryland in English and Secondary Education
(1992), and is a National Board Certified teacher (2006). Currently the English Department
Chairperson, she instructs students in grades 9, 10, 11 and 12. Denise is a frequent
professional development presenter, a curriculum writer, and a teacher mentor. In 2012,
she was a semifinalist for The Washington Post’s Agnes Meyer Teacher of the Year award.
Denise is also the director of La Plata High School’s award winning a cappella group,
Unplugged.
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Dorchester — Sean Reincke, Cambridge South Dorchester High
School, Social Studies, Grades 9 — 12

Mr. Sean Reincke earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in history from Saint Francis University, a
social studies certification in Secondary education from Millersville University, and a Masters
in education from Salisbury University. Mr. Reincke has spent all seventeen years in
Dorchester County Public Schools teaching at Cambridge South Dorchester High School.
During his tenure, Mr. Reincke helped write the U.S. Perspectives curriculum, assisted in
creating a freshman academy, and mentored new teachers. Mr. Reincke also started the
school’s cross country program, which has won two conference titles, twenty-three regional
titles, and their first ever state title in 2013.

Frederick County — Karima Sharper, Centerville Elementary
School, Special Education

Karima Sharper is an educator committed to collaborative learning that engages students,
staff, families and the community. She has Bachelor’s Degrees in both Special and
Elementary Education from High Point University (2001) in North Carolina and a Master’s
Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of Phoenix (2006). Karima is
enrolled in the Administrator | Certification Program at McDaniel University in Maryland. As
a special education teacher, she provides inclusive and small-group instruction to
elementary students with special needs. Karima is also a member of the administrative
leadership team and the special education team leader.

Garrett County — Heather Roth, Broad Ford & Crellin Elementary
Schools, Music

“Sing, Say, Dance, Play!” Heather Roth has passionately guided students in active music-
making for 13 years. Her child-centered approach was fostered through her certification in
Orff-Schulwerk levels | (2003) and Il (2004), leading to the inception of two student-driven
ensembles: Crellin’s Rhythm & Rubbish and Broad Ford’s Orff Ensemble. Heather was named
Oakland Elk’s Lodge 2014 Elementary Teacher of the Year. She also serves on the Garrett
Lakes Arts Festival education committee, is an officer in the Garrett Choral Society, and is on
the executive board of the Garrett County Education Association. She received both her
Bachelor’s Degree (2002) and Master’s of Music Degree (2005) at West Virginia University.



Maryland’s 2017-2018 Teachers of the Year

Harford County - Amy E. Mangold, John Archer School, Special
Education, Pre-K and Kindergarten

Amy Mangold has spent the majority of her career teaching preschool students with severe
intellectual and physical disabilities. Amy graduated from Notre Dame of Maryland with a
Master’s in Teaching (2003) and The Johns Hopkins University with certification in early
childhood special education (2010). She serves on the Instructional Leadership and School
Improvement teams, presents county professional development, and mentors students
from local universities. Outside her classroom, Amy volunteers with Chesapeake Therapeutic
Riding, St. Baldrick’s Foundation and promotes independent living skills for adults with
special needs as a Community Support Living Arrangement Worker.

Howard County — Dr. Maddy Halbach, Applications & Research
Laboratory, Academy of Finance, Grades 11 - 12

Dr. Maddy Halbach believes financial literacy will reduce the achievement and socio-
economic gaps for students. She was recognized as the 2016 Maryland Financial Literacy
Teacher of the Year. Her students are two-time national and four-time state winners of the
Personal Finance Challenge. Dr. Halbach has written and taught blended learning programs,
co-written an online course for MSDE, and trained teachers nationwide on financial literacy.
She is a published author and a National Board Certified Teacher. She has a Ph.D. in
organizational leadership from the University of Maryland (2010), and a master’s (2000) and
bachelor’s (1998) from Emmanuel College.

Kent County — Jedina Frazier, Henry Highland Garnett Elementary
School, Language Arts, Grade 5

Jedina Frazier recognizes the potential in every child. Jedina has a Master's Degree in
Elementary Reading and Math from Walden University (2005) and a Bachelor's Degree from
Delaware State University (1988). Believing that learning is lite-long, Jedina has graduate
endorsements in Special Education, Early Childhood Advocacy, Curriculum Instruction,
Teacher Leadership, and Early Childhood Administration. Currently a 5th grade educator,
Jedina advocates active learning by engaging students in Adopting a Soldier and Reading
Partnerships. A mentor to prospective educators, Jedina has participated in the Nurturing
Program, Parks and Recreation Summer Youth, and the Extended Year Program to help
improve student learning.
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Montgomery County — Nancy S. Shay, Richard Montgomery High
School, English, Grades 9 - 12

Nancy Shay is dedicated to equity and closing the achievement gap. She has a Master’s
Degree in English (U.Md. 1996) and English Education (U.Va. 1989) and a Bachelor’s Degree
in English (Brandeis 1985). Nancy coordinates the Homework/ Supper Club, runs Rich Talk
Discussion Forums on culture, prejudice, and equity for the school, leads the English
department, and does professional development for the Leadership Team. Nancy was the
Montgomery County Christa McAuliffe Fellow and served as the chair of the MCPS Councils
on Teaching and Learning in 2002-2003. Nancy has presented papers at academic
conferences and published two articles.

Prince George’s County — Carolyn Marzke, Ridgecrest Elementary
School, Grade 5

Carolyn Marzke, a reading, writing, and social studies teacher, views her mission as helping
students to think critically. She holds a master’s degree in public policy from the University
of California at Berkeley and a bachelor’s degree in human biology from Stanford University.
Carolyn guides her students in exploring the importance of the arts, examining how
literature and history relate to current events, and writing, staging and performing plays
depicting major events in the American Revolution. A school management team member
and collaborative planning leader, she strives to promote literacy across the curriculum. She
received an Outstanding Employee Award in 2016 for her distinguished work.

Queen Anne’s County — Marsha Macneal, Centreville Middle
School, Mathematics, Grade 8

Marsha Macneal teaches eighth grade math and algebra at Centreville Middle School in
Queen Anne’s County. She graduated from West Virginia University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Elementary Education in 1997 and earned a Master of Education degree in
Curriculum and Instruction from Loyola College in 2005. In 2015, Marsha earned National
Board Certification in Mathematics. She is a School Improvement Team member, annually
presents at her school’s parent nights, and has mentored Washington College interns. For
QACPS, she has served on the Teacher Evaluation Task Force, Grading Policy Committee, and
has written curriculum.
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St. Mary’s County — Kristen McIntyre, Greenview Knolls
Elementary School, Instructional Resources Teacher

Kristen Mclntyre commits herself wholeheartedly to the school community and believes
every child can succeed. She holds Masters’ Degrees from Virginia Commonwealth
University (VCU) in Teaching (2004) and Interdisciplinary Studies in Mathematics Leadership
(2009), and a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from VCU. Currently an Instructional Resource
Teacher, she leads professional development, develops the School Improvement Plan, runs
collaborative planning meetings, develops MSDE courses, and has been chosen a Master
Teacher for Maryland. Kristen serves on the leadership team and as the Teacher in Charge.
She facilitates family nights and is the liaison for St. Mary’s College Masters of Teaching
students.

Somerset County — Sarah Perdue, Princess Anne Elementary
School, Art

Sarah Perdue is a distinguished leader in art integration, wellness and co-teaching. She
holds a Master’s Degree in Art Education from the University of Maryland Eastern Shore
(2007) and a Bachelor’s Degree in psychology and graphic design from Salisbury University
(2004). Sarah co-teaches math as well as teaching art, seamlessly integrating her art
curriculum with core areas. A recipient of the Career Art Educator Award from MSDE in
2016, Sarah has worked to raise awareness of domestic violence, drug abuse and cancer.
Her students' artwork has been featured on a billboard, state economics calendar, and at
The Walters Art Museum.

Talbot County — Katie Fox, Tilghman Elementary School,
Kindergarten

Katie Fox earned her B.A. in Elementary and Early Childhood Education from the University
of Michigan (2002) and her M.Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction from Grand Canyon
University (2005). Katie serves as her school’s STEM and Primary Talent Development
representative and is a member of the School Improvement Team and Equity Team. She
serves as a director on the board for the Tilghman Area Youth Association (TAYA) and the
Gifted and Talented Advisory Committee for Talbot County. Katie received the MSDE
Teacher as Leader in Gifted and Talented Education award and strongly believes that
instruction must be designed to meet the needs of all students in order to ensure student
success.



Maryland’s 2017-2018 Teachers of the Year

Washington County — Carolyn Holcomb, Western Heights Middle
School, Science, Grades 7 - 8

To inform, inspire, and to ignite is Carolyn Holcomb’s goal as she explores the realm of
science with middle school students. Graduating with a Biology degree from St. Mary’s
College of Maryland, Carolyn worked initially as a scientist. After obtaining her masters from
Frostburg State, Carolyn began to share her love of science with young minds. Carolyn is a
recipient of the Honeywell NASA Space Camp scholarship, and was selected as a teacher
intern and presenter for the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). She has
presented at both science conventions and colleges. Carolyn believes the power of
developing meaningful relationships is critical to successful learning.

Wicomico County — Christen J. Tacka, Prince Street Elementary
School, Reading, Grades K- 5

Christen Tacka is a passionate educator committed to empowering students to achieve
success in school every day. Christen earned a Master’s Degree in Reading Instruction from
Goucher College (2005) and earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from
Towson University (1991). Christen has taught in Maryland for twenty-two years, specializing
in Gifted and Talented education for four of those years and Reading intervention for the
past six years. Her accomplishments extend beyond the classroom as she is a member of the
Wicomico County Mentoring Program and is currently the school-wide Title One Parent
Involvement Coordinator for her school.

Worcester Co. — Julia E. Hill, Worcester Technical High School,
Mathematics, Grades 10 - 12

Creativity, compassion, and critical thinking are three of the values that Julia Hill instills in
her students every day. Hill earned a Bachelor’s in Mathematics from Carson Newman
College, a Master’s in Mathematics Education from Salisbury University, and is currently
pursuing a Doctorate in Educational Technology from Boise State University. In her
thirteenth year, she teaches mathematics at Worcester Technical High School. Mrs. Hill
serves as an advisor for the Worcester Chapter of SkillsUSA, a member of her school
improvement team and a math curriculum developer. Outside school, she mentors teenage
mothers across her county.
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Allegany County

Superintendent
Dr. David Cox

DR. MATTHEW
RAVENSCROFT

Mountain Ridge High School

Principal — Gene Morgan

Social Studies
Grades 9 - 12
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Anne Arundel County

Superintendent
Dr. George Arlotto

JOSHUA CARROLL

South River
High School

Principal — William T. Myers
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Baltimore City

Chief Executive Officer
Dr. Sonja B. Santelises

JUSTIN HOLBROOK

Roland Park
Elementary/Middle School

Principal — Nicholas D’Ambrosio

Math & Science
Grade 4
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Baltimore County

Superintendent
Dr. Dallas Dance
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REBECCA EIG

Owings Mills
Elementary School

Principal — Chester Scott

Grade 2
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Calvert County

Superintendent
Dr. Daniel D. Curry

KELLY RABY

Windy Hill
Elementary School

Principal — Kelly P. Griffith
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Caroline County

Interim Superintendent
Dr. Patricia W. Saelens

JENNIFER GUNT
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Greensboro Elementary School

Principal — Dawn Swann

Grade 5
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Carroll County

Superintendent
Stephen H. Guthrie

DR. THOMAS MCHUGH

Century High School

Principal — Troy Barnes

English
Grades 9 — 12
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Cecil County

English Language Arts Superintendent
Grade 6 Dr. D’Ette W. Devine
TRAVON MORGAN

Perryville Middle School

Principal — Shawn M. Johnson
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Charles County

Superintendent

Dr. Kimberly Hill English
Grades 9 — 12

DENISE CHILD
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La Plata High School

Principal — Douglass Dolan
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Dorchester County

Superintendent
Dr. Henry V. Wagner, Jr.

Social Studies
Grades 9 — 12

SEAN REINCKE

Cambridge South
Dorchester High School

Principal — W. David Bromwell
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Frederick County

Superintendent
Dr. Theresa R. Alban
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KARIMA SHARP

Centerville
Elementary School

Principal — Tracy Hilliard

Special Education
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Garrett County

Interim Superintendent
Barbara L. Baker

HEAT

Broad Form
Elementary
School

Principal — Dawna Ashby
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Crellin
Elementary
School

Principal — Dana McCauley
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Harford County

Superintendent Pre-K — Kindergarten
Barbara P. Canavan

AMY MANGOLD

John Archer School

Principal — Randy T. Geyer

I AL T

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

PREPARING WORLD CLASS STUDENTS




Howard County

Acting Superintendent
Dr. Michael Martirano

DR. MADDY HALBACH

Applications and
Research Laboratory
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Principal — Karl Schindler

Academy of Finance
Grades 11 —12
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Kent County

Superintendent
Dr. Karen M. Couch

Language Arts
Grade 5

JEDINA FRAZI
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Henry Highland Garnett
Elementary School

Principal — Brenda Rose
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Montgomery County

English Superintendent
Grades 9 — 12 Dr. Jack R. Smith

NANCY SHAY

Richard Montgomery
High School

Principal —-Damon Monteleone
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Reading English

&
County iy

Grade 5

Chief Executive Officer
Dr. Kevin M. Maxwell

CAROLYN MARZKE

Ridgecrest Elementary School

Principal — Denise Dunn

Nl ¥

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

PREPARING WORLD CLASS STUDENTS




|
Queen Anne’s

County

Interim Superintendent
Gregory J. Pilewski

MARSHA MACN

Principal — Sue Stein

Mathematics
Grade 8
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Centreville Middle School
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St. Mary’s County

Superintendent
James Scott Smith

KRISTEN MCLNTY

oy
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Greenview Knolls
Elementary School

Principal — Elizabeth Servello

Instructional Resources
1 AN Y dwnal Teacher
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Somerset County

Superintendent
Dr. John B. Gaddis

SARAH P

111

~rRDU

11l

Princess Anne
Elementary School

Principal — Cortney Monar

Art
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Talbot County

Superintendent
Dr. Kelly L. Griffith

Kindergarten

KATIE FOX

Tilghman Elementary School

Principal — Joyce Crow
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Washington County

Interim Superintendent
Science Dr. Boyd J. Michael, 111

Grades 7—8

ROLYN HOLCOMB

Western Heights
Middle School

Principal — Matthew Mauriello
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Wicomico County

Superintendent
Dr. Donna C. Hanlin

Reading
Grades K —5

CHRISTEN TACKA

Prince Street
Elementary School

Principal — Jason Miller
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Worcester County

Interim Superintendent
Louis Taylor

JULIA HILL

Worcester Technical
High School

Principal — Caroline Bloxom

Mathematics
Grades 10 — 12
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