Division of Workforce Development and Adult Learning

100 S. Charles Street, Suite 2200, Tower |
& M a ryl a n d Baltimore, MD 21201

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR Perketer Tucker, Director, Adult Education

To: Members of the Maryland State Board of Education

From: Perketer Tucker, Director, Adult Education & Literacy Services, Maryland Department of
Labor

Date: February 25, 2025

Subject: Proposed Regulatory Updates for Alternative Ways to Earn a High School Diploma
(COMAR 09.37.01)

The Maryland Department of Labor (MD Labor) requests that the Maryland State Board of
Education consider and approve updates to the Departments’ joint regulations pertaining to the
High School Equivalency (HSE) examination, COMAR .09.37.01.01-.19, Alternative Ways to
Earn a High School Diploma. The proposed modifications include key changes that will provide
Adult Learners with the most up-to-date requirements for one of Maryland’s pathways to earn a
High School Diploma (HSD).

The Alternative Ways to Earn a High School Diploma regulations were last modified in 2014.
Proposed edits reflect newer administration and accessibility practices that will enable more
Marylanders to earn a credential, increase their wages, and support their families. The proposed
updates include, but are not limited to:

1. High School Equivalency (HSE) Test: Replacing GED® with “High School
Equivalency (HSE) Test” gives broader flexibility to MD Labor in the future to either
contract with additional or different providers or develop their own version of the HSE
Test.

2. Language of Choice: The updates allow students to take all four modules of the HSE
Test in English and Spanish, which will bring Maryland in line with all 49 other states.
Previously, the regulations only allowed test takers to complete the Reasoning through
Language Arts (RLA) module of the GED® in English, despite allowing the other three
modules (Math, Social Studies, and Science) to be taken in Spanish.

3. Compulsory Attendance: Corrects a drafting error in the previous regulations that stated
individuals 18 years old or younger had to provide documentation of school withdrawal.
State law only subjects individuals to compulsory school attendance if they are younger
than 18.

4. Access to Online Testing: Allows the HSE Test to be administered either on a computer
at an approved test center or online as permitted by the Department will reflect the
current reality that many students are now able to take the HSE Test from home.

MD Labor requests that the State Board grant approval to advance updates to COMAR 09.37.01
Alternative Ways to Earn a High School Diploma. Thank you for your consideration. We are
available for any questions.

Attachments: COMAR 09.37.01 Alternative Ways to Earn a High School Diploma

LABOR.maryland.gov | 410-767-0162 | www.labor.maryland.gov
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Title 09 MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR

Subtitle 37 WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND
ADULT LEARNING

Chapter 01 Alternate Ways to Earn a High School Diploma

Authority: Labor and Employment Article, §§11-807 and 11-808, Annotated Code of
Maryland

.01 Definitions.

A. In this chapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated.
B. Terms Defined.

8])‘:]‘5125 lical}t” means the individual who is seeking to earn a high school diploma by examination [take the
ests].

(2) “Candidate” means an individual who is deemed eligible to take, [the GED® Tests, is] scheduled to sit for,
[the Tests] or has taken high school equivalency test [the GED® Tests].

(3) "Department" means the Maryland Department of Labor.

(4) [*GED®” means the nationally recognized high school equivalency test program.] “GED Option Program”
has the meaning set forth in Labor and Employment Article, §11-808(b), Annotated Code of Maryland.

(5) “High school equivalency test means an examination program authorized by the Department and the
Maryland State Board of Education as a method for earning a high school diploma.

(6) “Module” means a single subject area being measured by the [GED® Tests] Test.

(7) “Online Proctored” means the administration format for the Test whereby candidates can access
and complete the Test from a virtual location that meets the criteria and is delivered online and is
continually monitored by a trained staff member of the Testing Service.

[(6)] (8) "Secretary" means the Secretary of Labor.

[(M)](9) "State Board" means the Maryland State Board of Education.

(10) "Test” means the instrument given by a high school equivalency test program  for the purpose of earning
a Maryland High School Diploma.

(11) “Testing Service” means a contractor awarded to provide a high school equivalency test.



.02[ GEDTesting®|  High School by Examination Program Description.

A. The [GED® Tests| High School by Examination program offers an alternate and acceptable way for an individual
who [is older than the age required for compulsory school attendance set by Education Article, §7-301, Annotated
Code of Maryland, | has not received a high school diploma and is eligible pursuant to Regulation .04 of this chapter
to earn a Maryland High School Diploma [high school diploma].

B. Candidates who successfully complete [the GED® Tests] a Test are awarded a Maryland High School Diploma
[high school diploma] by the State Board and the Department.

C.A successful LGED@ candidate may not be awarded any other Maryland [high school diploma] High School
Diploma either by the State Board, the Department, or by a local school system.

.03 The High School by Examination |GED®] Tests — Scope and Content.

A. The [GED® Tests] Test will measure the major subject area skills required of a high school education as
determined
by [the national] a testing service [issuing GED instrument].

B. The [GED® Tests| Test will be offered in modules of each of the major subject areas and each module may be
scheduled separately.

C. The [GED® Tests are| Test is given:
i. on a computer at an approved test center|.]; or,

ii. online as permitted by the Department.

D. The State Board shall review and approve the State agreement with the Department and [the national] a testing
service issuing the [GED® instrument] 7est.

.04 Applicant Eligibility.

An applicant is eligible to take the [GED® Tests] 7est if the applicant:
A. Resides in the State of Maryland at the time of testing;

B. Is [older than the age requirement for| not subject to compulsory school attendance set by Education Article,
§7-301, Annotated Code of Maryland; and

C. Either:
(1) Meets both of the following requirements:

Ela) 1Has not obtained a Maryland [high school diploma] High School Diploma, or a high school certificate or,
iploma or

equivalency issued by another state or non-U.S. or correspondence school; and
(b) Has been officially withdrawn from a regular full-time public or private school; or

(2) Has obtained a Maryland High School Certificate of Program Completion in accordance with COMAR
13A.03.02.09[D.]E, or

(3) Is enrolled in a GED Option Program.

.05 [Date, Time, and Place of Testing]| Scheduling of Testing.

A. Various [GED®] test centers shall be operated throughout Maryland and online.

B. Scheduling of the [GED Tests] Test shall be done by the applicant via the internet. A link to the [national testing
service issuing the GED® instrument, locations of test centersZ Test gpglication, schedule, and other [f)ertment
gformatlon]s all be posted on the Department's website [and be available from the GED® Testing O

epartment].

fice at the



.06 Requirements for Applying to Take the [GED® Tests]| Test.

A. An applicant shall be required to demonstrate identity, age, and residency by providing one of the following at
the time of testing [test center]:

(1) A current official Maryland driver's license or current official Maryland learner's permit;

(2) A current official Maryland identification (ID) card issued by the Motor Vehicle Administration;
(3) A current official photo ID issued to an incarcerated individual, with name, current address, date of birth, and

signature, by the Department of Juvenile Services, the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, or
other residential facility accepted by the [State GED Administrator] Adult Education Director or the Director’s
designee.

(4) A current official photo ID issued to an [incarcerated] individual under supervision by the Department of
Juvenile Services, with name, current address, date of birth, and signature, and current residential address issued
by [a residential facility] by the Department of Juvenile Services accepted by the [State GED Administrator] Adult
Education Director or the Director’s designee.

(5) A current active duty military ID card for in person testing;|.]
(6) A valid passport and additional documentation that demonstrates residency in Maryland.

(7) GED Option candidates may use a current school photo ID issued to an individual, with name, current
address, date of birth, and signature approved by the Adult Education Director or the Director’s designee.

B. If none of the forms of identification and residency identified in §A of this regulation are attainable, prior to
scheduling a [GED® test] Test, the applicant may apply to the Secretary for a waiver in accordance with the
procedures set out in Regulation .18 of this chapter. The applicant shall provide to the Department [GED® Testing
Office] one or more forms of identification which collectively show name, address, date of birth, signature, and

photograph. If the Secretary or the Secretary’s designee is satisfied that the documentation of identification is
authentic and valid, and the individual meets age and residency requirements, the Secretary may issue a waiver. The
applicant shall present the documentation submitted to the Secretary in support of the waiver to the test center.

C. In addition to the documentation required in §A or B of this regulation, the applicant shall:

(1) Provide the applicant's signature verifying his or her identity and residency in Maryland [at the test center]at
the time of testing;

(2) Remit the appropriate fee along with the completed application at the time of registration; and

(3) For an applicant younger than 18 years of age [old or younger], present to the [GED® Testing Office |
Department prior to the scheduling of a [GED® test] Test:

(a) V\ériaten verification of school withdrawal from an official of the last regular full-time public or private school
attended;

(b) Verification of home schooling pursuant to COMAR 13A.10.01 from an official of the:
(i) Supervising public or private school system; or
(ii) School or institution offering an educational program operated by a bona fide church organization; or

(c) A Maryland High School Certificate of Program Completion.

.07 Fee Schedule.

A The Department shall establish a reasonable fee schedule for the scheduling of tests, issuance of diplomas and
transcripts, and related costs associated with the administration of the GED® Program.

B. Only duplicate copies of official transcripts and diplomas may be issued with remittance of fee.



.08 Admission to the [GED®] Test Center.

A. Confirmation of test date and location shall be transmitted electronically to [GED®] candidates before the
assigned test date.

B. To be admitted to the test center, each candidate shall present documentation verifying identity, age, and
Maryland residency as described in Regulation .06A of this chapter.

.09 Minimum Score Requirements for Award of Maryland High School
Diploma.

A. To qualify for a Maryland [high school diploma] High School Diploma by examination, a candidate shall earn the
minimum
passti)rllg hsc((i)re for each test module and the overall passing score for the entire battery of the[ GED® Tests] Test
establishe

by the [national] testing service [issuing the GED® instrument].

B. Once a candidate receives a passing score on an individual module, that score remains [is] valid towards the
achievement of a Maryland High School Diploma [for up to 60 months from the date taken or] until a new series of

tests has been issued by the [national testing] service [issuing the GED® instrument, whichever comes first].

C. In the event that a new series of tests has been issued, the Secreta%may determine how and for how long passing
scores on the previous series can be applied to the achievement of a Maryland High School Diploma.

.10 Requirements for Retesting.

z?l. Candidates who have failed one or more modules of the [GED® Tests] Test and candidates who fail to report to
the

tIest[center]on the assigned date may register for a retest/reschedule and [will] may be charged the applicable testing
ee.

B. Candidates who are retested shall be administered a different form of the [GED® Tests] Test from that previously
administered.

C. [There is a maximum number of test forms available from the national testing service issuing the GED®
instrument in any 1-year period.

D. A candidate who has taken all forms of the Tests in a 1-year period is not eligible to retest until new forms of
the GED® Tests are available from the GED® Testing Service.

E.] A candidate seeking to retest shall register as proscribed in Regulation .05 of this chapter.

.11 Permanent Record Changes.

A. Changes may not be made to a candidate’s record after the diploma has been awarded unless the changes are a

result of an error on behalf of the|[ GED® Office]testing service or the Department or a legally verifiable name
change[and can be verified as such].

B. The Adult Education Director or the Director’s designee [State GED® Administrator] shall make changes when
the Department [Maryland GED® Testing Office] is known to be in error.



.12 Retention of Scores.

[A. Passing] A/l scores|that result in the issuance of a Maryland high school diploma]shall be retained in
perpetuity by the Department [Maryland GED® Testing Office].

{)B. Pas'sinf failing, and incomlglete scores that do not result in the issuance of a Maryland high school diploma shall
¢ retained by the aryland GED® Testing Office for a period of up to 60 months. All scores will be retained by the
Maryland GED® Testing Office for up to 60 months or until a new series of tests has been issued by the nationa
testing service issuing the GED® instrument, whichever comes first. Upon the expiration of 60 months or with the
1ssﬁance' of]a new test series, all scores attained on the previous series that did not result in the issuance of a diploma
will expire.

.13 Language Options for [Foreign Language GED® Tests]| Test.

A. Each module of the [Tests] Test, may be taken in [foreign languages] a selected language as available from the[
national test service issuing the GED® instrument, except as indicated in §D of this regulation] Testing Service.

B. If a candidate chooses to take a module in a[foreign] selected language, the entire module must be taken in the
same language.

C. Separate modules may be taken in different languages if available from the [national testing
service issuing the GED® instrument]| Testing Service.

D. [A candidate who chooses to take one or more modules in a selected foreign language must take the Reasoning
Through Language Arts (RTLA) test module in English to demonstrate English proficiency.

E.] ? cl:laildidate who obtains passing scores on the [foreign] selected language tests [and on the RTLA test in
nglish,

'zlindl WhO] obtains the required overall passing score, shall be awarded a Maryland High School Diploma [high school
iploma].

.14[Special Testing] Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities.

A. Accommodations for candidates with disabilities shall be made available. Individuals who request{ GED®)]

testing accommodations shall provide appropriate documentation of their disability and the need for the requested
testing accommodations, prior to scheduling.

B. An individualized assessment of each request for testing accommodations shall be made based on the
documentation provided and in accordance with the documentation policies of the [national testing service issuing

the GED® instrument] Testing Service.

.15 [GED®)] Tests Taken Out of State.

[Results of GED® Tests take within the past 5 years at official GED® testing centers outside Maryland

may be used for credit toward a Maryland high school diploma, if a GED® credential has not been issued

and if the test results are from the same series as issued by the national testing service issuing the GED®
instrument.] Candidates who have passed a Test module outside of Maryland may transfer those results for credit

towards a Maryland High School Diploma if that Test module is a current, valid, approved exam within Maryland, and
the Applicant has not previously been issued a high school diploma or credential.



.16 Testing for Individuals Whose High School Records Are Unobtainable.

A. An applicant, high school graduate, or nongraduate whose records are unobtainable may take the [GED®LTest[s]
and be awarded a diploma without verification of school withdrawal required in Regulation .06C(3) of this chapter

by:
(1) Making a written request to the[State]Adult Education Director [GED® Administrator™]; and

(2) Providing evidence that shows attempts made to obtain official verification.

B. Based on the facts and extenuating circumstances of each case, the[State GED® Administrator™ ] Adult
Education Director  or the Director’s designee has discretion to grant or deny requests to take the 7est [GED®
Tests] without official verification of school withdrawal.

.17 Test Security.

A. To protect the security of the tests, the integrity of the testing procedure, and the validity of test scores, the

[State GED® Administrator™] Adult Education Director or the Director’s designee has authority to request from the
Testing Service the|invalidate] invalidation and revocation of test scores and to require the candidate to retest.

B. Misrepresentation of information on the [ GED® Tests] Test application form may result in the revocation of the
diploma.

C. Any violation of testing and test center policy may result in ejection from the fest and test center and may result
in a revocation of test scores and the Maryland High School Diploma| and invalidation of test scores].

.18 Waivers

A. Waivers to the requirements of Regulations .06(A) and .07 of this chapter are granted only by the Secretary or the
Secretary’s designee in exceptional circumstances if it is in the candidate's best interest and in accordance with
[GED®] testing standards.

B. If the candidate is a student with a disability who receives special education and related services from a public or
nonpublic program, the candidate must request a waiver of withdrawal from the Secretary prior to registration which
requires that:

(1) The waiver application to the Secretary or the Secretary’s designee shall include a copy of the student's current
individualized education program indicating:

(a) That preparation for and taking of the [GED® Tests] Test is part of the student's transition plan pursuant to
COMAR 13A.05.01.09A(3); and

(b) Any accommodations that the student may need for the [GED® Tests] 7est;

(2) If it is necessary for the student to continue to attend school after the date of the filing of the waiver request in order
to receive a free appropriate public education, the request shall indicate:

(a) That the student will withdraw from school before the [GED®] testing date; and
(b) The date upon which the student will withdraw from school;
(3) The request shall be appended with a release that:

(a) States that the parent has approved the waiver request and understands that receipt of a [GED® diploma] Maryland
High School Diploma will conclude the student's eligibility for special education and related services;

(b) Is signed by the student's parent; and
(c) Is on a form approved by the Department; and
(4) Upon receipt of notice from the Department that the candidate has failed to pass the [GED® Tests] 7est,

the local school system shall convene an individualized education program team meeting pursuant to COMAR
13A.05.01.07—.08 to plan for:

(a) The student's resumption of special education and related services within 90 days of the [GED® Tests] Test

date; and



(b) Compensatory services for the period in which the student was withdrawn from school, as appropriate.

C. The decision of the Secretary or the Secretary’s designee on a waiver request is final.

.19 Diplomas.

A. A Maryland [high school diploma] High School Diploma shall be awarded to all candidates who successfully

complete the [GED® Tests] Test. Diplomas shall be awarded timely by the Department or its designee [within a
month of successful Completion].

B. The diplomas shall be awarded by the State Board and the Department and shall bear the signatures of the Board
President and the Secretary.
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