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“Untitled”

Yuly E. Cuevas Cordero

Frederick Douglass 

High School

Currently on display at

Baltimore Unity Hall,

Part of Arts Every Day’s
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About Arts Education in Maryland Schools

WHO WE ARE
● Statewide nonprofit 

501(c)(3), founded in 1997
● Based in Baltimore
● Collaborates with statewide 

arts organizations, regional 
organizations, fine arts 
supervisors, and the State 
Department of Education

VISION
We envision a public 

education system in Maryland 
that supports, cultivates, 
nurtures, and uplifts ALL 

students’ creativity through a 
robust arts education 

experience so that they can 
thrive in a healthy society.

MISSION
AEMS is committed to 

ensuring that all students in 
the state of Maryland have 
access to high quality arts 

education by mobilizing power 
to communities through 

advocacy programs, 
professional and leadership 

programs, and resource 
building and sharing.
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https://www.fredericknewspost.com/news/education/funding/updated-school-board-labors-over-cuts-to-services-programs-to-fill-50m-budget-gap/article_8574f428-dedc-5c98-8499-6c69d822f0d6.html




Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
Well Rounded Education: Title VIII, Section 8002

Passed in 2015, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) is the latest iteration of ESEA

‘‘(52) WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION

The term ‘well-rounded education’ means courses, activities, and programming in 
subjects such as English, reading or language arts, writing, science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics, foreign languages, civics and government, economics, arts,
history, geography, computer science, music, career and technical education, health, 
physical education, and any other subject, as determined by the State or local 
educational agency, with the purpose of providing all students access to an enriched 
curriculum and educational experience.’’

https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/s1177/BILLS-114s1177es.pdf


COMAR Sec. 13a.04.16.01. 
Requirements for Fine Arts Instructional Programs for Pre Kindergarten - Grade 12

(Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre, Visual Art)

A. Each local school system shall:

(1) Provide an instructional program in fine arts each year for all students in grades pre kindergarten -
8 as follows:

(a) Within the prekindergarten-5 grade span, students shall have experiences in the fine art 
forms of dance, media arts, music, theatre, and visual art; and

(b) Within grades 6-8, students may specialize in one or more of the fine art forms of dance, 
media arts, music, theatre, and visual art; and

(2) Provide an instructional program that enables all students in grades 9-12 to meet graduation 
requirements, and to select from among fine arts elective courses of dance, media arts, music, theatre, 
and visual art that will prepare them for post-secondary education and careers.

http://mdrules.elaws.us/comar/13a.04.16


COMAR Sec. 13a.04.16.02. 
Fine Arts Education Advisory Panel

The State Superintendent of Schools shall maintain a Fine Arts Education Advisory Panel that shall advise 
the Superintendent on issues and best practices relevant to fine arts education for students in Maryland.

Members include:
• Parents
• Teachers & teaching artist
• Principal
• LEA Arts Leads
• Higher Education representatives
• Arts Council representatives
• Educator association representatives
• Student (vacant)
• Dance, Media Arts, Music, Visual Art, Theatre

http://mdrules.elaws.us/comar/13a.04.16


COMAR Sec. 13a.04.16.02. 
Fine Arts Education Advisory Panel

Recommendation Topics

• Supporting conditionally licensed arts educators
• Arts endorsement for high school diploma
• Arts representation on local Blueprint implementation teams
• Transparency and support to help LEAs increase high-quality and 

sequential program offerings in a way that best serves students in 
their LEA

http://mdrules.elaws.us/comar/13a.04.16


Blueprint For Maryland’s Future
Statutory References to the Arts

“Schools may use funds provided under this section to provide the 
programs required under COMAR 13A.04.16.01.” 
(2020, HB1300, §5-212(b), Pg. 24)

“The personnel and per pupil grant may be used through Fiscal Year 
2027 to provide the programs required under COMAR 13A.04.16.01.” 
(2022, HB1450, §5-223(c)(9), Pg. 3)

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2020RS/bills/hb/hb1300E.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2022RS/bills/hb/hb1450E.pdf


Blueprint For Maryland’s Future
Comprehensive Implementation Plan

(Section 3.1.1b, p103)

“The Blueprint for Maryland’s Future and the updated CCR standard are not intended 
to alter the need for high quality programs and content in fine arts, civics, physical 
education, and other areas that are necessary to provide a holistic education and 
enable every student to be well-rounded and meet the CCR standard.

Blueprint law specifically authorizes the use of Foundation formula funds and 
Concentration of Poverty grant funds (through FY27) for LEAs to meet the 
requirements of Code of Maryland Regulations: Title 13A, Subtitle 04, SPECIFIC 
SUBJECTS, including 13A.04.16.01, which includes the arts.”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-4kpOTlMRGcbJNwni_rmQ92umD3H1Qdc/view








Blueprint Implementation Concerns
● Over-emphasis on standardized tested subjects throughout the legislation
● When misunderstood, College & Career Readiness (CCR) can be used to justify

scheduling that disrupts access to and continuity of learning in the arts
● LEAs are considering cuts to arts education in order to meet budget goals that

accomplish specific Blueprint mandates
● New teacher preparation requirements are resulting in challenges to the teacher

pipeline

“Blueprint is encouraging many of my best students to take AP courses and/or 
participate in opportunities outside of the building.  This is great for individual 
students but negatively impacts school culture.  I've been stressing the value of 
staying in a performing ensemble and becoming a leader.  My efforts seem to be 
working, as evidenced by student attitudes and increased enrollment.” 

-Carroll County Secondary Music Educator, AEMS Educator Survey Fall 2024







Scheduling & Support
● Arts classes are not simply a break for other subject area teachers, they are core subjects
● Effective arts scheduling requires unique and early consideration in school and student

schedules
● Arts + ____ is possible: arts and other opportunities don’t have to be mutually exclusive

“My upperclassmen are very invested in  Band/Orchestra. They have been volunteering to 
talk with my freshman ensembles about the importance of music and give them advice to 
help them keep music in their schedule all four years of high school.” 

-Carroll County Music Educator, AEMS Educator Survey Fall 2024

“Schedules have been getting repeatedly altered. Access to arts education has been 
reduced in my building by half.”

-St. Mary’s County Elementary Music Educator, AEMS Educator Survey Fall 2024



Scheduling & Support

Administrative support makes a big difference for:
● Evaluations
● Scheduling
● Blueprint implementation
● Facilities
● Materials

“Space in my school is limited, and I only have 
access to my cafetorium for about 1 month a 
year unless I have students come back to 
school after 6pm, which limits what we can 
do both technically and performance-wise in 
my school.” 

-Cecil County Theatre Educator, AEMS 
Educator Survey Fall 2024

“My administration has done an amazing job providing me opportunities to long-range plan, so I am very 
grateful to them for that. I have been able to acquire a lot of art materials via Exchangeree, our most 
recent art teacher meeting, and an amazing partnership with my art teacher friend at a neighboring school 
who donated lots of yarn to use. Usually getting enough materials to get through the year feels close to 
impossible.” 
-Baltimore County Elementary Art Educator, AEMS Educator Survey Fall 2024



Lean in to the Arts

The many benefits of arts education align with
some of the state’s top priorities:
● Literacy
● Numeracy
● Attendance

“Students have been able to transfer their 
knowledge of Visual Thinking to their classroom w 
the new ELA curriculum - Wit and Wisdom.” 

-Worcester County Elementary Art Educator, 
AEMS Educator Survey Fall 2024



Good News From the Classroom

Successes so far this school year include…
● Excellence & Joy
● Relationship & Community Building 
● Growth

“I am excited that my students are creating music 
without reservation or fear.  I am seeing them be 
excited about the challenge of creating something 
new, and that they get to make it unique to them 
and their experiences.”

-Prince George’s County Elementary Music 
Educator, AEMS Educator Survey Fall 2024

“Some of the relationships I have been able to have 
with my in-person students have been so meaningful 
and I have really enjoyed watching my students who 
thought they were not good at art really embrace the 
creative process and learn and grow from it and then 
feel very proud of their artwork”

-Baltimore County Secondary/Alternative School 
Art Educator, AEMS Educator Survey Fall 2024

“The support and encouragement that the students 
have for one another in the dance classroom is 
amazing and very inspiring.”

-Montgomery County Secondary Dance & Media 
Arts Educator, AEMS Educator Survey Fall 2024



Maryland Arts Education Data Project

On April 2, 2024 AEMS launched the 
Arts Education Data Project (AEDP) for 
Maryland. 

MAEDP gathers data from MSDE to display in public dashboards 
to answer the following questions:

● Which schools provide access to arts education and in what disciplines: 
(Dance, Music, Theatre, Visual Arts, Media Arts)?

● How many students are participating?
● How many arts teachers are providing instruction?
● Who has access to arts instruction?
● Who does not have access to arts instruction?
● How have the answers to these questions changed over time?

https://artseddata.org/maryland/
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/aedp/viz/MDArtsEd_Review/TOC#1


Maryland Arts Education Data Project
Data Highlights

● 83.6% of Maryland K-12 public school students were enrolled in an arts course in SY23-24
(719,230 out of 860,315 students)

● All 24 school districts provide access to courses in Music, Visual Arts, and Theatre, while 
Dance and Media Arts courses are not offered in every district.
(COMAR requires students in grades 6-12 have a choice of courses from among ALL 5 fine arts 
disciplines)

● In SY23-24:
○ Approx. 5% of students were enrolled in Vocal Music courses
○ Approx. 15% of students were enrolled in Instrumental Music courses
○ Approx. 51% of students were enrolled in General Music courses



https://www.aems-edu.org/artseddata


Professional Learning

https://mc3arts.org/


Professional Learning

https://mc3arts.org/


Professional Learning

As a result of this professional development experience, I feel…

● more confident and equipped to support students with a variety of needs and 
backgrounds

● equipped to bring new competencies, knowledge and skills to my school 
community

● more connected to other arts educators/artists.
● more supported as an educator/artist.

1 = strongly disagree, 5 = strongly agree

All questions average 4.5

https://mc3arts.org/


You’re Invited!

https://www.mddanceed.org/md-middle-school-dance-showcase
https://bwiairport.com/at-bwi/places-to-go/art-exhibits/
https://mdarts.org/summit/


Thank You!

CONTACT US
Rachel McGrain 

Executive Director
rmcgrain@aems-

edu.org

Peter Dayton
Director of Operations
pdayton@aems-edu.org

@ARTSEDMARYLAND info@AEMS-EDU.org
www.AEMS-EDU.org
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